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For the Presbyterian. 
A LAMENTATION, 


Nenemian ii. 3.—Why should not my countenance 
be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers’ sepul- 
chres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are consumed 
with ¢ 
In Shushan’s court, where gold and purple vie, 
With gorgeous hues to rouse the sated eye, 

And wine and odours flow, the Hebrew chief, 
In all things outward happy, sinks in grief. 
Not Artaxerxes, nor the Persian cup 

Can soothe the pain that drinks his spirit up. 
Sad is his visage; nor in causeless woe, 

For o’er his fathers’ sepulchres the foe — 

In triumph striding, Zion hath defaced, 

And all Moriah’s sacred pile laid waste. 


*Tis thus, sad spectacle, among the aisles 

Of some time-hunoured church the foe reviles;_ 
Tears from the temple walls the escutcheon fair 
That martyr-fathers hung in glory there. 
Standards that once led victory through the world, 
Contemned and faded, see in corners furled. : 
Our blazoned faith, in high inscription graved 

On rock, which popes potentates once braved, 
Now, by new tablets hidden, meets no more 

The gaze Of those who to maintain it swore. 


A host of aliens, with a foreign tongue 
Erewhile unknown, career our domes among ; 
And stripling haters of the truth we love, 

With axe and hammer to destruction move ; 
Tearing the carved- work from the sacred place, 
And mocking hoary Levites to their face. 


O is there nota cause for saddening thought 
When every glance betrays a ruin wrought! 
Our fathers’ sepulchres dishonoured lie, 

And gates, once solid, from their joinings fly. 
The brazen ports that held the false at bay 
Tremble befure the hordes that on us prey. ° 


Where are the champions, who in times of blood 
- On Scotland’s fastnesses in armour stood ; 
Or, cloven down, with meek but dauntless face, 
Shouted their anthem to redeeming grace! 
Where are the leaders, mighty in tiie Word, 
Whose silver trumpets in the van were heard ? 
Behold their graves! Or wandering here and there 
Some frail survivors, men of silver hair. 


Yet here I close the elegiac strain 
And tune my chords to hope: for once again 
Zion shall rise ; -her ruins shine in peace, 


Great though the armies of the recreants be 
Seven thousand still have never bent the knee. 
Wirsivs. 


[We should be obliged for other communications 
from the writer of the above poetical and appropri- 
ate lines —Ed. Pres.) 


From the Southern Christian Herald. 


‘ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF ARMINIAN VIEWS 
IN NEW ENGLAND. 


Letters on the Origin and Progress of Arminian views in 
New England, from a distinguished New England Min- 
ister of the Gospel, to one iu the South. 


LETTER XII. 

My Dear Brother—As great pains have been 
taken to make the impression that the New Haven 
Divinity is New England Divinity, and in this 
way to awaken jealousy and prejudice in the Pres- 
byterian Church against the ministers and church- 
es of New England generally; I have thought it 
might be useful to devote a few letters to the ob- 
ject of correcting this impression. I have already 
remarked that the great body of New England 
ministers accord in sentiment with our standard 
Theological writers; such as Edwards, Bellamy, 
Hopkins, Dwight, Smalley, Strong, &c. What I 


| whole ground of defence is solely this Arminian 


stating his sentiments on this subject, he uses the 


as the two poles from each other. I feel safer in 


only means: that God foresaw. that sin would cer- 


agents, or by throwing a restraint upon them that 


justifiable, because they are used by most Calvinis- 


persons might give different answers to such a 
question. For one I should prefer he should an- 


_|does the Reviewer complain of the Sermon? It 


jectionable parts of the C 


of Noah Worcester, a Unitarian Clergyman_ in 


pects by the Hopkinsians of New England; by 


heart or will of man, leaving the mental faculties 
unimpaired. Still it was admitted that the pos- 
terity of Adam are born with a nature or disposi- 
tion wholly sinful. A still further modification 
has been advanced and ably supported by Dr. Tay- 
Jor of New Haven, and his associates. ‘T'o state 
the hypothesis in authorized language, I shall take 
my extracts from a ‘Review of Taylor and Har- 
vey,’ which appeared in the Christian Spectator, 
for June, 1829.’ After quoting two paragraphs, 
he proceeds, ‘In the first paragraph I see nothing 


xplanation of the doctrine of predestination. He 
acknowledges,.nay boldly asserts, in a strain of 


no other explanation by which the arguments of 
the Sermon can be avoided; that is, as I under- 
stand it, the only no avoid the arguments 
against the doctrine of Calvinistic predestination, is 
to give it up and assume the Arminian sentiment. 
——I cannot approve of the Reviewer's use of 
terms, though to my understanding he has evident- 
ly given the doctrine of predestination, not merely 
a new dress, but a new character, yet he more than 
intimates that it is the old doctrine with only a 
new method of explanation. And so confident is 
the Reviewer that he still believes in the fact of 
predestination in the old Calvinistic sense, that in 


same forms of expression which Calvinists have 
used, when their meaning was as distant from his, 


understanding the Reviewer in an Arminian sense, 
because he and some others take it very ill of me 
that I have represented them as Calvinists. By 
God’s foreordaining whatever comes to pass, he 


tainly take place, and predetermined that he would 
hinder it, either by refraining from creating moral 


would destroy their free agency ; in short, that he 
would submit to it as an evil unavoidably incident 
to the best possible system, after doing all that he 
wisely could to prevent it. This is foreordainin 
sin !—'That is predetermining that it should be ! 
cannot but express my deepest regret that a gen- 
tleman of the Reviewer’s standing and learning, 
should lend his aid, and give his sanction to such a 
perversion of language—to such a confusion of 
tongues. Do the words, predestinate—foreordain 
decree, mean in common language, or were in 
their radical and critical definition, nothing more 
than to permit—not absolutely to hinder—to sub- 
mit to as an unavoidable but offensive evil! The 
Reviewer centainly will not pretend to this. The 
use of these terms by those who believe as I un- 
derstand the Reviewer to believe, is the more un- 


tic authors in a different sense. hy then should 
the Reviewer, believing as he does, continue to 
use them in the symbols of his faith? Different 


swer it himself. His mode of explanation turns the 
doctrine into Arminianism. But the Sermon was 
never written to oppose those who hold to the de- 
crees of God in an Arminian sense. Why then 


seems that Calvinism, in its proper character is as 
obnoxious to the Reviewer as to the author of the 
Sermon. If it is safer to attack Calvinism in this in 
direct way, I will not object. But I cannot see that 
it would be safer. An open, bold front always ends 
best. As I understand the Reviewer, from the days 
of John Calvin down to the present hour, there is 
on this point, between the great body of Calvinists 
and himself, almost no likeness except in the use 
of words. Their’s is one doctrine, his another. 
Why then does he hail from that party and hoist 
their signals; and then after seeming to get the 
victory by espousing the very cause of the assailed, 
encourage the Calvinists to triumph as if their 
| successful ?” 

r. Griffin, after quoting the foregoin e 
in his treatise on Divine Efficiency, te the fol- 
lowing observation :—‘* These Remarks of the Pre- 
sident of the Wesleyan University of Connecticut, 
appear to me to be candid and judicious, and go far 
towards exposing the unhappy incongruity between 


the New Haven speculations? If I had at com- 
mand, a pile of the Christian Register, (a Unitarian 
paper printed in Boston,) for the last six or seven 
years, { could turn to numerous passages in which 
they have excelled in the progress of liberal senti- 
ments at New Haven. ‘They have often quoted 
with high commendation the writings of Dr. Tay- 
lor, and have affirmed again and again, that the 
New Haven Divines have given up the most ob- 
divinistic system. The 
tollowing ‘possages are from the “ Last Thoughts” 


Massachusetts, The book was published in 1833. 
“In former days, the Calvinistic creed of hu- 
man depravity, affirmed the corruption of man’s 
whole nature, as the consequence of Adam’s sin. 
This theory was modified in some important res- 


whose theory the corruption was limited to the 


now propose to show, is, that the New Haven Di- 
vines have departed from the views maintained by 
these writers. Before I proceed, however, to ad- 
duce direct proof of this allegation, I will just 
giance at the opinions which are entertained of 
their speculations, by different classes of the com- 
munity. Their writings have been extensively 
read not only by Calvinists, but by professed Armi- 
nians and Unitarians. And how are they regarded 
by these different classes of individuals? Are they 
regarded as according with the writings of. those 
whe: have heretofore been considered as Calvinists ? 


Is there an individual in this numerous class of 
ministers, who does not regard the New Haven 
Divines as having departed widely from the Cal- 
vinistic system? What is the opinion of such men 


terian Church, who were originally from New 


Do they regard the New Haven Divines as con- 


istent Calviniste? On the contrary, do they not| New Haven divines are consistent Calvinists, and 
think fave 3 otal 4 if they do agree, substantially, with the standard 
in your Church? And how are these speculations orthodox writers of New England, how has it 
regarded by the most distinguished Theologians in | Come to pass that they have been so egregiously 
New England? What were the views entertaiired | misunderstood ?—And not by a few individuals 
of them by those venerable servants of God now at merely, but by vast multitudes—not only by per- 

Hyde, Dr. Porter, Mr. Evarts, and Dr. | 50S of one particular class, embracing similar sen- 
Cornelius? Dr. Hyde, in a letter dated April 13,|timents; but by persons of different classes, and 
1830, said, “I notice with much trembling the embracing widely different sentiments? 


think as unfavourably of their speculations as any 


rest, Dr. 


of error in this land, and among the 


progress 
Churches of New England. The New Haven)}rial difference between them and the orthodox 
scheme of ‘Theology is a broad step stone to Armi-| generally; what are we to understand by the 


nianism. You may ibly live to have your at- 


tachment to the Lord Jesus Christ brought to a se-| made in Theological science? That they have 
vere test. The doctrines of sovereign grace are| made such improvement, is not only a matter ot 
more and more discarded.” What were the views | constant exultation by their friends and adherents, 
and feelings of Dr. Porter, Mr. Evarts, aud Dr.} but is more than intimated by themselves. In the 
Cornelius, is poceirca apparent from extracts| Christian S 
etters. And what are the | “ But great 
views of such living men as Dr. Griffin, Dr. Church, | fluences of the Spirit,) and some others, have been 
_ Dr. Woods, Dr. Humphrey, &c. ‘My opinion,” | misrepresented, we are happy to find that they are 
ri Dr. Humphrey, “ expressed hang and every ie i Rs be extensively understood and appre-| town trees were prostrated for a quarter of a mile, 
e know of very few who are now in-| and fences were destroyed. A person saw a calf 
several feet in the air—it alighted safely. The 
Presbyterian Church at this place has suffered the 
most. It has been recently built, and it required 
all the efforts of those friendly to its erection, with 
assistance from abroad to finish it, and now it is 
materially injured—most of the windows have been 
destroyed—the floor damaged—the whole of the 
wall ruined, and the house has been forced by the 
tempest several feet from its former foundation. 
The Church can never be made as sound as it was 
before this shock, but it may be repaired so that 
the pure worship of Jehovah may be celebrated in 
it, and souls hear therein that truth which may | 
As the members of the 


inserted in my previous 


where, ia, that the gentlemen there (at New Ha-| ciated. 
ven,) are building their system on Philosophy more | clined to ask, ‘can there be no other sin than that 
than on the Bible—that this Philosophy is Armini-| which consists in voluntary transgression of known 
an, and can never support a Calvinistic creed. / law ?—and the number is far less than formerly, 
My solemn belief is, that the tendency of the} of those who hold that regeneration is so exclu- 
scheme, is to bring in a flood of Arminianism, or| sively the work of the Spirit that the subject of it 
rather perhaps I ought to say Pelagianism, upon|has, and can have no voluntary agency in it. 
our churches.” Dr. Humphrey has here expressed { There has of late been A GREAT IMPROVEMENT, in 
the “ opinion” and solemn belief “of very many of| the doctrinal views of vast numbers, in relation to 
the most discriminating and judicious ministers of| these and a few other points which we esteem of 
New England. And what do essed Arminians| HigH importance. And if the humble labours of 
me these speculations? ‘The Rev. Dr. Fiske,| the Christian Spectator have, in any degree, con- 
remaent of the Wesleyan University, in his reply | tributed to this desirable result, ‘we therein re- 


“tf-I understand the Reviewer, 


objectionabie; and I rejoice that such views of 
human nature have been proposed, and are acquir- 
ing belief. If I have not misunderstood these wri- 
ters, the New Haven theory asserts that sin is a 
voluntary transgression of a known law, and that 
as infants are incapable of moral agency, they are 
incapable of sin; and that there is no such thing 
as sinful nature, antecedent to sinful volition, or 
moral action. They strongly assert that ‘nature 
is not itself sinful.’ Thus far I cordially acqui- 
esce.’ ‘Within a few years Dr. Taylor of 
New Haven, with his associates, including the 
Christian Spectator, have done much to diminish 


What is the opinion of those who are denominated the rs 
: putation of what had long been regarded as 
Old-school Divines in the Presbyterian Church?| Dalyinistic views on this sub- 


ject’ "—(original sin.) 


writer adopts the views of the New Haven divines, 


as Dr. Richards, Dr. Spring, Dr. Woodbridge, Dr. and speaks in terms of high commendation of their 
Fisher, Dr. Hylier, and many others in the Presby- | Teasoning on this subject. He says, “The New 

Haven writers have contended for the hypothesis 
England, and who, as Dr. Miller says, “till pos- that sin is an evil incident to the best plan of 
sess no small share of New England feelings?” | Zovernment. 


In regard to the divine permission of sin, the 


Now here is a problem to be solved. If the 


Besides: If there is no difference, or no mate- 


eat improvements which they are said to have 


as our views on this subject, (the in- 


ru controversy with his brethren who may | 4 
differ from this view of the sybject, that there is 
the advocates of the New 
this matter. Sometimes they give us startling and 
; ing representations of the tendency of 
the views commonly entertained by 
speak of them as tending to “ the 
of heresies,” and involving the most h 
phemies. At other times they insist that they and 
pponents are substantially agreed—that all 
the difference relates to minor points, and philo- 
sophical theories, which do not affect the funda- 
mentals of Christianity. Much indeed has been 
said about the philosophy of religion, and great 
stress has been laid on the distinction between the 
doctrines of religion, and the philosophy of the 
doctrines. It is said that persons may agree in 
their belief of the dotrines or great facts of Chris- 
tianity, and still differ in their philosophy. Where 
this is the case, it is contended, that the difference 
cannot be fundamental], or of very great impor- 


ivinity in relation 


If I understand those who make this distinction, 
they mean, by this philosophy of the doctrines, the 
mode of explaining the doctrines. 
then contended for, is this. 
admitting the doctrines or facts of the Bible, are 
substantially agreed, although they may differ 
widely in the mode of explaining those facts. 

Let us test this principle. 
“This is a faithful saying and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
Here a great scriptural fact is 
stated, viz: that Christ came into the world to save 
And this fact is admitted to be true, by 
persons who entertain widely different opinions of 
One maintains, that Christ 
came to save men by teaching them the will of 
God and setting an example for them to imitate. 
Another, that he came to suffer and die an atoning 
sacrifice, and in this way, to honour the law, and 
render it consistent for God to pardon those who 
Another, that he came to se- 
cure, and actually will secure the salvation of 
Are all these individuals substantially 


Again. Our Saviour said, “Except a man be 
born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
But one man who admits the doctrine of the new 
birth to be true, explains it to mean water baptism. 
Another, conversion from the Jewish or Gentile 
religion to the belief and profession of Christianity. 
Another, a gradual change of character. 
a mere change of purpose. And another, a radi- 
cal change of heart by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Are all these individuals substantially 


Those who agree in 


The Apostle says, 


the plan of salvation. 


repent and believe. 


Again. The Scriptures teach the doctrine of 
justification by faith. But one man understands by 
faith, a mere speculative belief of the truth— 
another, a belief that Christ died for him in par- 
ticular—another, a cordial reception of the truth as 
Are all] these individuals substan- 


This illustration might be pursued to any extent. 
But enough has been said to show the fallacy of 
the principle in question, and to show, moreover, 
that if admitted to be true, it will sweep away all 
distinction between true and false religion. 
cording to this distinction, all the difference be- 
tween Calvanists and Pelagians, Arminians, Uni- 
tarians, and even Universalists, respects only the 
They all admit the facts 
stated in the Bible, but they differ in their expla- 
nation of these facts. And is the principle to be 
maintained that if different individuals express fof of in to 
n preys aritigs in the Presbyterian Church. 

o. 2, viz A from the Pres. 
bytery of New Brunswick, an the same subject. 


philosophy of religion. 


the language and the sentiments of this Review.” the 


ir belief in the same terms, it is no matter How: 


y ditfer ese | 


elr explanation o 
terms? Does a man’s faith depend on the language 
in which it is expressed, or on the sense in which 
he uses that Janguage? 

Dr. Porter in a letter written August 6, 1832, 
says, ‘On the late hobby distinction between doc- 
trines and theory, or philosophy of religion, I could 
write a sheet or two. Isaid to brother Beecher, 
give me that door, and I will bring all the churches 
of Boston to meet on one floor, as orthodox. 
the principle on the Trinity, and all that is essen- 
tial to the truth, is easily set aside under the head‘ 
of philosophy or theory. Worse yet as to the atone- 
ment, regeneration, Noah Worcester in the 
Christian Register, three or four weeks ago, 

followed up the principle capitally in behal 


Much reproach has been cast upon the orthodox 
for disparaging philosophy in matters of religion. 
But it is not true that they disparage it when kept 
within its proper limits, and directed to its proper 
ends. That to which they object, is, setting up 
reason above revelation—forming philosophical 
theories, independently of revelation, respecting 
the powers and susceptibilities of man, the prin- 
ciples of moral agency and moral government, and 
then explaining the Bible so as to make it conform 
to the theories. This is, and ever has been the 
fruitful source of error in religion. 
sophy bows with humble reverence to the decisions 
of revelation. She is modest in her pretensions, 
and like Mary sits at the Saviour’s feet, that she 
learn of him who is meek and lowly in heart. 
Yours, affectionately, 


For the Presbyterian. 
VIOLENT TORNADO. 


_Mr. Editor—On the afternoon of Friday, 5th 
inst. the village of Tunckhannock, situate in Lu- 
zerne county, Pa., and the surrounding region, 
was visited with a violent tornado—the day had 
been remarkably sultry ; about half past five in the 
afternoon, an immense black cloud reaching from 
the earth upwards, and filled with what appcared 
to be smoke, was observed approaching the town. 
It came rolling and rolling onwards, and presented 
a most magnificent spectacle. 
darkness enveloped the village; an object could 
not be perceived at arm’s length. 
constant flashes of lightning, but little thunder. 
The sudden disappearance of the light—the vivid 
lightning-~-the roaring of the tempest, and crash 
of timber, produced an awful sensation. 
thought the day of judgment was at hand; one 
lady exclaimed the day of judgment! the day of 
judgment! the Lord preserve us. 
the entire destruction of the town, and violen 
death—some fainted, and others, who rested on 
the Rock of Ages for salvation, were somewhat 
calm. An aged Christian informed me, that she 
thought her house would be dashed to pieces, but 
that she feared not—she was willing that God should 
reign—it was however an awful moment. 
lady whose house was partly unroofed, told me that 
her husband who was looking at the cloud ap- 
proaching, said, that it was all over with them, and 
that she had no doubt but that the hour of death 
was present; but thanks be to Jehovah, whose om- 
nipotence directs, and governs the forked lightning, 
and the tempest’s fury, there were no lives lost, 
onegetd for September, 1833, they say, {and but one person slightly injured. There has 
Jy 


In a moment total 


been, however, some destruction of property. The 
Methodist Church at this place, and several build- 
ings were partly unroofed. A few miles from the 


to: 


Professor peiscicts view of his Sermon on Pre-| joice, yea, and will rejoice,’ ” 
is 


tir » SRY underst It is worthy of remark, that they here s of | result in their conversion. 
te in principle an Armenian. The Reviewer's’ the points respecting which they ead. this ow 


Presbyterian Church will not be able to refit it 


or handed to Rev. John 


James L. Coie. 
a, Reported for the Presbyterian. 
GEN ERAL ASSEMBLY—MINUTES. 
Saturday Morning, May, 20th, 9 o'clock. 
The Assembly met; and was opened with 


at this place; 
ce, delegate to the General Assembly, or 
Dr. Cuyler. | 


prayer. The minutes of the last session were 
read, 


The Treasurer of the Trustees of the General 


Assembly presented a copy of his annual cash ac- 
count, as settled by a Committee of the Trustees ; 
anc the book of accounts was laid on the table for 
the inspection of the members. 


The following Committees were appointed to ex- 


amine the records of the several Synods, viz. The 
Records of the Synod of 


Albany.—Mr. Hendren, Mr. Painter, and Mr. 


J. H. Rice. 


Utica.—Mr. T. D. Baird, Mr. Torrance, and Mr. 


Tichenor. 


Geneva.—Dr. Goulding, Mr. Carnahan, and Mr. 


Cont. 


Genesee.—Mr. Bushnell, Mr. Van Deman, and 


Mr. S. Boyd. 


New York.—-Mr. A. Campbell, Mr. James Coe, 


and Mr. Long. 


New Jersey.—Mr. Cleveland, Mr. Tait, and Dr. 


Bradley. 


Philadelphia.—-Mr. Van Court, Dr. McAuley, 


and Dr. Gladden. 


Pittsburg.—Mr. Cheever, Mr. McCullough, and 


Mr. C. S. ‘l'odd. 


Western Reserve.-—Mr. Goldsmith, Mr. Beer, 


and Mr. Darrach. 


Michigan.—Mr. W.H. Foote, Mr. Caruthers, 


and Mr. Gideon. 


Ohio.—Mr. Spaulding, Mr. Stillman, and Mr. 


D. Johnson. 


Cincinnatt.—Mr. Richardson, Mr. Pharr, and 


Mr. Andrews. 


Iadiana.— Mr. Yeomans, Mr. Edwards, and Mr. 


McKeehan. 


IWinois.—Dr. Blythe, Mr. Hopkins, and Mr. Jas. 


tssouri.—Mr. Stevens, Mr. Howard, and Mr. 
Ogilvie. 


Kentucky.— Mr. Legget, Mr. Potts, and Mr. 


Keys. 


irginia.—Dr. Peters, Mr. A. Hughes, and Mr. 


Hickson. 


North Carolina.—Mr. Shipherd, Mr. Mines, and 


Mr. Jno. Patton. 


Tennessee.—Mr. Creigh, Mr. Lowe, and Mr. 


Moore. 


West Tennesee.—Mr. Brotherton, Mr. E. White, 


and Mr. Marquis. 


South Carolina and Georgia.—Mr. Dolbear, Mr. 


Dorrance, and Mr. Owen. 


Alabama.— Mr. Sloss, Mr. W. K. Stewart, and 


Mr. W. Patterson. 


Mississippi.—Mr. Duffield, Mr. Golladay, and 


Mr. Fahnestock. 


Written reports were received from Mr. Hop- 


kins, delegate to the General Convention of Ver- 
mont, and from Mr. Cleveland, delegate to the 
General Associations of New Hampshire and Ver- 
mont, which were read and accepted. 


Tie Committee of Bills and Overtures reported 


Overtures Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4. 


Overture No. 1, viz. “Testimony and Memorial 


Overture No. 3, viz. A memorial from the Pres- 


bytery of Albany, on the same subject. 


Overture No. 4, viz. A mermoriai from the Pres- 


bytery of Lancaster, on the same subject. 


On a motion to receive and read these Over- 


tures, a long debate ensued; when the Overtures 
were recommitted to the Committee of Bills and 
Overtures. 
The Annual Report of the Trustees of the 
General Assembly was presented, read, and re- 
ferred to a Committee, consisting of Mr. Jessup, 
Mr. Ewing, Mr. Potter, Mr. Fullerton, and Dr. 
Martin. 
The Annual Report of the Trustees of the 
Theological Seminary at Princeton, was presented, 
accepted, and ordered to be printed ia the Appen- 
dix to the Minutes of the Assembly. 

The Committee of Bills and Overtures again re- 
ported the Overtures Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, which 
had been recommitted to them. 

Overture No. 1, was read, and referred to a 
committee, consisting of Dr. Alexander, Mr. Plumer, 
Dr. Green, Dr. Baxter, Dr. Leland, Mr. Lowrie, and 
Mr. Lenox. 

The Assembly adjourned till 9 o’clock on Mon- 
day morning. ‘ 


Concluded with prayer. 


Monday Morning, May 22—9 o’clock. 
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer. 


The minutes of the last session were read. 


The Committee of Commissions reported the 


following additional members, viz. Mr. John Leo- 
nard, ruling elder from the Presbytery of Ottawa, 
and the Rev. Hervey H. Hays, from the Presbytery 
of St. Charles. 


A memorial from Ann C. Smith, and others, on 


the subject of slavery, was presented to the As- 
sembly, and referred to the Committee of Bills and 
Overtures. 


The Committee of Bills and Overtures reported 


Overtures Nos. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10. 


Overture No. 5, viz. from the Synod of Alaba- 


ma, on the right of exsmination by Presbyteries. 


Overture No. 6, viz. from the second Presbytery 


of Philadelphia, the papers of Mr. Jardine, a foreign 
minister. 


Overture No. 7, viz. from the Presbytery of Sa- 


lem, on Foreign Missions. 


Overture No. 8, viz. memorial from the Synod 


of Michigan, on the Sabbath. 


Overture No. 9, viz. from the Presbytery of Fay- 


etteville, on vacant Churches 


Overture No. 10, viz. from the Presbytery of 


Union, inquiring to whom they should report on 
the subject of Education. 


These overtures were put on the docket. 
Overtures Nos. 2, 3, and 4, were read and re- 


ferred to the Committee on Overture No. 1. 


The Committee to whom Overture No. 1, viz: 


“The Memorial and Testimony of the Convention 
of 1837,”” had been referred, made a report in part; 
and their report was read and accepted. 


It was moved to adopt so much of the report as 


relates to doctrinal errors, whereupon a motion 
was made to amend the report by adding to the 
specification of errors, certain others, when, after 
some debate, it was 


Resolved, That the whole subject be postponed and 


made the order of the day for to-morrow morning. 


Resolved, ‘That that part of the report which refers 


to the plan of union adopted in 1801, be made the order 
of the day for this afternoon. 


The Clerk announced to the Assernbly that one 


hundred and fifty copies of the last Annual Report 
of the American Board of Commissioners for Fo- 
reign Missions, had been put into his hands for the 
use of the Assembly. 


Resolved, That the oldest members, being a minister, 


or if none be present, then the oldest elder in each 
Presbytery who is a commissioner to this Assembly, be 
authorized to apply for and receive one copy each for 
the use of their Presbyteries respectively. 


A letter was received from the American Sunday 


School Union, inviting the Assembly to be present 
at the delivery of the Annual Sermon before the 
Union, this evening, at a quarter before 8 o’clock, 
in St. Paul’s Church, in this city, and at the An- 
niversary of the Society, to-morrow afternoon, at 4 
o’clock, in the First Presbyterian Church in this 
city. 


y , 
A letter was received from the Trustees of the 


without assistance, it is hoped that those who are {General Assembly, reminding the Assembly of 
able, and feel for the cause of religion and Presby- be vacancies in their f 
terianism in this region, will contribute somethi 
to its reparation. tributions can be direc 
by mail to the subscriber, who is the Presbyterian 


by the death of the late Robert Ralston, Esq. 
The letter was put on the docket. 


noon, at half past three o'clock. 
_ Concluded with prayer. 


half past three o'clock. 


The Minutes of the last session were read. 


reports in writing which were read and accepted. 
Minutes. 
ilton and Penny. 


Union” adopted in 1801. 


lows, viz. 


ing resolutions: 


branches of the Church of Christ. 


now exists. 
was discussed for some time, when 
mornin 


Conchaded with prayer. 
Tuesday Morning, May 23—9 o'clock. 


The minutes of the last session were read. 


spoon, from the Presbytery of South Alabama. 


v1z. 


and Benediction, by Dr. Baxter. 
and accepted. 
to be printed in the Appendix to the Minutes. 


heard for half an hour on the subject of peace. 


considerable time, when 


half past 3 o’clock. 
Concluded with prayer. 


Tuesday, half-past 3 o'clock, P. M. 


Minutes of the last session read. 


and adopted. 


129, Nays, 123. 


nays (as published last week). 


close of the religious exercises. 


morning. 
Concluded with prayer. 


debated for a considerable time, when 


ing, at 9 o’clock. 
Concluded with prayer. 


Wednesday Morning, May 24—10 o'clock 


sed with. 


ling Elder from the Presbytery of Chemung. 


tion of the Board. 


half past 3 o’clock. 
Concluded with prayer. 


Wednesday afternoon, half-past 3 o'clock. 
The Assembly met, and was opened with pray- 
er. The minutes of the last two sessions were 
read. 

The Committee on the Memoria] madea further 
report, respecting so much of the Memorial as re- 
lates to the toleration of gross errors in doctrine, 
or disorders in practice by ivferior judicatories. 
The report was read and accepted. The report 
was then recommitted, and the Committee was 
instructed to make a full report on the Memorial 
as soon as convenient. 

The Assembly proceeded to the order of the day 
postponed from yesterday, viz. that part of the re- 
port of the Committee on the Memorial, which re- 
lates to doctrinal errors, when the motion to 
amend the report by adding to the specification of 


postponed; and after some debate, 

The Assembly adjourned till to morrow morn- 
ing atQ9o’clock. _ 
Concluded with prayer. 


- 


ancie viz. those caused by 
the resignation of the Rev. Ezra S. Ely, D.D. and | The minutes of the last session were read. 


And then the Assembly adjourned till this after- 


Monday Afternoon, 
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer. 


Dr. Tucker and Mr. Boyd, delegates to the Ge- 
neral Synod of the Reformed Dutch Church, made 


The report of the Directors of the Theological 
Seminary at Princeton was read, accepted, and 
ordered to be printed in the Appendix to the 


Overture No. 6, viz. The papers of Mr. Jar- 
dine, a foreign minister, were referred to a Com- 
mittee consisting of Dr. Porter, and Messrs. Ham- 


The Assembly proceeded to the order of the day, 
viz. that part of the report of the Committee on 
Overture No. 1, which relates to the “Plan of 


The report was read and adopted, in part, as fol- 


“In regard to the relation existing between the 
Presbyterian and Congregational Churches, the 
Committee recommend the adoption of the follow- 


1. That between these two branches of the 
American Church, there ought in the judgment of 
this Assembly, to be maintained sentiments of 
mutual respect and esteem, and for that purpose, 
no reasonable efforts should be omitted to preserve 
a perfectly good understanding between these 


2. ‘That it is expedient to continue the plan of 
friendly intercourse, between this Church and the 
Congregational Churches of New Engiand, as it 


A third resolution to abrogate the plan of Union, 
The Assembly adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow 


The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer. 


The Committee of Commissions reported an 
additional member, viz. Rev. Thomas S. Wither- 


The Committee to make arrangements for the 
devotional exercises of Wednesday, made a report, 
which was amended and adopted, and is as follows: 


1. The Moderator to state the design of the ex- 
ercises, and give outa Psalm or Hymn. 2. Prayer 
by Dr. Ely, of Mass. 3. Reading the Scriptures by 
Mr. J. B. Richardson. 4. Address by Dr. McAuley. 
5. Psalm, or Hymn, and Prayer by Dr. Green. 6. 
Reading the Scriptures by Mr. N. E. Johnson. 
7. Address by Mr. Plumer. 8. Prayer, Doxology 


A written report was made by Mr. Murray, 
delegate to the General Associations of Maine, 
Rhode Island, and Connecticut, which was read 


A Report on the subject of publishing the Assem- 
bly’s Psalms and Hymns, was received from Mr. 
Solomon Allen, which was accepted, and ordered 


The Committee of Bills and Overtures, reported 
Overture No. 11, viz. an application from the dele- 
gate from the General Conference of Maine, to be 


Ordered, that the Overture be put on the docket. 
The order of thé day, viz. that part of the reé- 
port of the Committee on Overture, No. 1, which 
relates to doctrinal errors, was postponed with a 
view of resuming the unfinished business of yester- 
day, viz. that part of the report of the same com- 
mittee which recommends the abrogation of the 
“Plan of Union,” was taken up and debated for a 


The Assembly adjourned till this afternoon at 


_ The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer. 


The Committee on Overture No. 6, viz. the pa- 
pers of Mr. Jardine, a foreign minister, reported ir 
favour ofhis being received by the second Presby- 
tery of Philadelphia. The report was accepted 


The Assembly resumed the unfinished business 
of this morning, viz. the resolutién to abrogate the 
plan of union; which was debated for some time, 
when the previous question was called, and the 
call was sustained by yeas and nays as follows, 
viz. “Shall the main question be now put?” Yeas, 


The resolution was then adopted by yeas and 


The Report of the Board of Missions was made 
the order of the day for to-morrow morning, at the 


And then the Assembly adjourned for business till 
the close of the religious exercises to-morrow 


The house resumed the unfinished business of 
this morning, viz. the motion to take up that part 
of the Report of the Committee on the Memorial, 
which relates to the toleration ofdisorders in prac- 
tice and errors in doctrine by inferior judicatories. 
The motion was carried. And resolutions to cite 
to the bar of the next Assembly such inferior ju- 
dicatories as shall appear to be charged by coin- 
mon fame, with irregularities, were offered and 


The Assembly aujourned till to-morrow morn- 


The Assembly met, and spent some time in pub- 
lic religious exercises, agreeably to the report of 
the Committee of arrangements. After which, 
the Assembiy was opened with prayer. ‘The read- 
ing of the minutes of the Jast session was dispen- 


The Committee of Commissions reported an ad- 
ditional member, viz. Mr. Simeon Benjamin, a Ru- 


he Assembly proceeded to the order of the 
day, viz. ‘The annual Report of the Board of Mis- 
sions, which was read by the Stated Clerk, (the 
Rev. Dr. McDowell Corresponding Secretary of 
the Board, being unwell.) The report was accep- 
ted and ordered to be published under the direc- 


The Assembly adjourned till this afternoon at 


Thursday Morning, May 25—9 ‘clock. 
The tr and ps with, prayer, 


The Committee of Commissions reported an ad- 


ditional member, viz. Mr. James H. Fitzgerald, a 


Ruling Elder from the Presbytery of Winchester. 
Nominations were made for members to fill the 
vacancies in the Board of Missions for the next 
four years; and the election was made the order 
of the day for to-morrow morning at the opening 
of the session. | 
Resolved, That the 17th rule be eo altered ag to 
read as follows, viz. The previous question shall 
be in this form,—“Shall the main question be 


now put?’—and when demanded by a majority of 


the members present shal] be put without debate, 


and until it is decided shall prechude all amend- 


ment and further debate on the main question. 
The Committee on Overture No. 1, madea final 


report on the Memorial of the Convention. The 
report was accepted and put on the docket. 


A motion was made to take up the unfinished 


business of yesterday, viz. the motion to postpone 
indefinitely, the motion to amend the report of the 
Committee on the memorial,—and the Moderator 


re that this motion muat be taken without de- 
te. 

An appeal was taken from this decision. The 
House sustained the decision of the Moderator. 
The motion was then put and lost. So the 
house refused to take up the unfinished business. 
A motion was made that the Assembly now take 
up so much of the report of the committee on the 
memorial as relates to the toleration of disorders 
in practice, and errors in doctrine by inferior judi- 


catories. 


And the Assembly adjourned till this afternoon 


at half past 3 o’clock. 


Concluded with prayer. 


Thursday afternoon half-past 3 o'clock. 
The Assembly met, and was opened with pray- 


er. The minutes of the last session were read. 


The Committee on Mileage reported that there 


had been contributed and paid in to the Commis- 
sioners’ Fund, the sum of $1232 78 cts.; that the - 
number of miles travelled by commissioners is 
42,585; and that at 2 cents and 87 hundreths of a 
cent per mile, the sum payable to the commis- 
sioners will be $1230 80; which sum they recom- 
mend the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly: 
direct the Treasurer of the Trustees to pay. 


Ordered that a warrant be drawn on the Trea- 


surer agreeably tothe foregoing recommendation. . 


Friday Morning, May 26—9 o'clock 
The Assembly met and was opened with pray- 


er. The minutes of the last session were read. 


A petition from certain persons of Union Grove 
Church, Illinois, on the the subject of slavery, was 
presented and referred to the Committee on Bil 
and Overtures, 
The Assembly proceeded to the order of the 
day, viz. the election of members to fill the vacan- 
cies in the Board of Missions. Messrs. Murray, 
Cleveland and Anderson, were appointed to re- 
ceive and count the votes and report the result to 
the Asseinbly. 
The Assembly resumed the unfinished business 
of yesterday, viz. the resolution to cite to the bar 
of the next Assembly such inferior judicatories as 
may be charged by common fame with irregulari- 
ties, and after debate, the Assembly adjourned till 
this afternoon at half past 3 o’clock. Concluded 


with prayer. 


Friday Afternoon, half past 3 o'clock, 

Tie Assembly met and was opened with prayer. 
The minutes of the last session were read. - 

The committee to receive and count the votes 
for members to fill the vacancies in the Board of 
Missions, reported, when it appeared, that the fol- 
lowing persons were duly elected for the next four 
years: viz. (Ministers) John McDowell, D. D., 
William L. Breckinridge, William A. McDowell, 
D. D., John Breckinridge, D. D., James L. Din- 
widdie, S. G. Winchester, Sheppark K. Kollock, 
Joshua L. Wilson, D. D., George Potts, Alexander 
Macklin; (Laymen) A. W. Mitchell, J. P. En- 
gles, M. Brown, W. Maxwell, M. L. Bevan, A. 
McIntyre. 
The Assembly resumed the unfinished business 
of this morning, viz. the resolutions to cite to the 
bar of the next Assembly, such inferior judicatories 
as may be charged by common fame with the tole- 


| ration of gross errors in doctrine, and disorders in 


practice; and after debate the previous question 

was demanded, and decided in the affirmative by 

yeas and nays—(the names are omitted as not im- 

portant on this question. The vote stood yeas 131, 

nays 108.) | 

he resolutions were then adopted by yeas and 

nays as follows—[see as reported in the debate in 

Resolved, That the committee to be appointed 

under the foregoing resolutions consist of five 

members. 

Mr. Hays, for himself and others, gave notice of 
a protest against the foregoing resolutions. 
Mr. Cleaveland, for himself and others, gave no- 
tice of a protest against the resolutions adopted on 

Thursday last, abrogating the Plan of Union. 

Mr. Breckinridge gave notice that he would to- 
morrow morning offer a resolution to a 
committee, to consist of equal numbers rom the 
majurity and minority, on the vote to cite inferior 
judicatories, to inquire into the expediency of a 

voluntary division of the Presbyterian Chureh. 

‘lhe Assembly then adjourned till to-morrow morn- 

ing at 9 o’clock. Concluded with prayer. 


Saturday Morning, May 27, 9 o'clock. 

The Assembly met and was opened with prayer. 
The Committee of Commissions reported the 
following additional members, viz. Rev. James H. 
Thornwell, from the Presbytery of Bethel. The 
committee also reported that Mr. James McDowell, 
a ruling elder from the Presbytery of — 
had presented a commission which wants the sig- 
nature of the Clerk of Presbytery. This informal 
commission was referred to the committee on elec- 
tions. 

The Moderator announced to the house an invi- 
tation from Thomas Bradford, Esq. President of 
the Board of Directors of the Eastern Penitentia- 
ry, for the Assembly to visit that Institution, this 
afternoon, or at such other time as may be most 
convenient. 
The Committee on elections yported in favour 


of receiving the member whose case was referred 


to them and it was ordered that the name of James 
McDowell, ruling elder, from the Presbytery of 


Hopewell be inserted in the roll of Commissioners. 


Dr. Cuyler, Mr. Breckinridge, Dr. Baxter, Mr. 


McKennan and Mr. Baird, were appointed a Com-~ 
mittee on the resolutions adopted yesterday respect- 
ing the citation of inferior judicatories charged 
with irregularities. 


The Committee on leave of absence reported 


that they had given leave to the Rev. Lewis H. 
Loss. 


It was made the order of the day for Thursday 


morning next, to receive reports of Committees on 
Synodical Records. | 


Resolved, That a Committee of ten members of 


whom an cqual number shall be from the majority and 
minority on the vote on the resolutions to cite inferior 
judicatories be appointed on the State of the Church. 


Messrs. Junkin and Ewing, and Messrs. A. Camp- 


bell and Jessup were respectively appointed -to 
nominate each five members of the Committee on 


the foregoing resolutions. 


The Committee on overtures Nos. 2, 3, and 4, 


made a report and their report was accepted and > 
ordered to be put on the docket and the Committee 


was discharged. , 


The Stated Clerk made a report in relation to: 


the contingent fund, the report was accepted and 
ordered to be put on the docket. 


Messrs. Junkin and Campbell from the Commit- 


errors certain others, was discussed for some time ; | tees to nominate the Committee of ten, respectively . 
it was moved that the amendment be indefinitely | reported the following nomination, viz: Messrs.’ 
Breckinridge, A. Alexander, Cuyler, W itherepoon, 
and Ewing, and Messrs. McAuley, Beman, Peters, 


Dickinson and Jessup. The report was 
and the Committee was directed ‘to 


meet in- this 
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the docket. | 
so much of the unfinished busi- 
the Memorial as relates to reform be taken 
up. The document was read and resolutions with 
ct to the of reform were presented 
A division of the resolutions was call- 


for, and.it was moved that the first resolution 

ta debate, the Assembly ad- 
id till Monday morning at 9 o'clock. Con- 

cluded with prayer. 

| onday Morning, May 29, 9 o'clock. 

The Assembly met and was with prayer. 

The Committee of Commissions ‘gosews an ad- 
ditional member, viz. Hon. Peter D. Vroom, a de- 
legate from the General Synod of the Reformed 
Dutch Church. 

Resolved, That the consideration of the report 
of the committee on the Memorial be postponed for 
the t; and that the committee on the state 
of the Church have leave to sit during the ses- 


sions of the Assembly. 


unfinished business 


The Judicial Committee reported judicial busi- 
ness Nos. 1, 5,7. No. 1, viz. a 1 of the session 
of Wheatland Church against Synod of Genesee. 

No. 5, viz. Appeal of the Rev. A. G. Moras and 
| , Of the congregation of Frankford, against 
the Second Presbytery of Philadelphia. 

No. 7, viz. Complaint of James Patterson and 
others, against the Synod of Philadelphia. - 

The committee on the report of. the directors of 
the Western Seminary, and on the 

the last Assembly in rela- 
tion to.the transfer of that Seminary to the Synod 
of Pittsbu made a report which was read and 
put on the docket. 

The committee to provide means to meet the 
deficiency of the proceeds of the permanent funds 
to pay the salaries of the professors in the Theolo- 
gical Seminary at Princeton, made the following 
repost which was accepted, viz. that through the 

, they have received for this object the follow- 
sums, viz. [we omit the details.] $150. 

committee appointed by the last Assembly 

to compile a Digest, made a report which was ac- 

cepted, and referred to Messrs. Green, Gilbert, and 


S. Boyd. 

Various papers on the subject of slavery were 
presented and referred to the committee on Bills 
and Overtures. 


_. "Phe committee on Overture No. 9, viz. the re- 


ference from the Presbytery of Fayetteville, in re- 
lation to vacant ae toy made a report, which 
was accepted and laid on the table for the present. 
- The committee on Overture No. 5, viz. an over- 
ture from the Synod of Alabama, as to the consti- 
tutional right of examination, by Presbyteries, 
made a report which was accepted and adopted, 
and is as follows: viz. } 

That the constitutional right of every Presbyte- 
ry to examine all seeking connexion with them, 
was settled by the Assembly of 1835, (see minutes 


-* ofthe Assembly of 1835, p. 27.) and that until said 


decision is reversed, the subject requires no far- 


ther legislation. 


_ McSween, and Mr. 


- The committee on Mileage made a further re- 
port recommending that the Permanent Clerk be 
ireeted to draw an order on the Treasurer of the 
Trustees. for the g bogs of $53.10, to Mr. John 
ohn Leonard, Commissioners, 
whose names were accidentally omitted in the ac- 
count of the apportionment of the Cotmmissioners’ 
fund. The report was adopted; and the Clerk 
was directed to draw the order. , 
An invitation was received from Mr. Julius R. 
Freidlander, for the Assembly to visit the Pennsyl- 
vania Institution for the instruction of the Blind; 
Resolved, That the invitation be accepted for 
Saturday afternoon at 4 o’clock. 
_ The Assembly took up the appeal of Dr. Asahel 
Smith, from the Synod of Cincinnati, laid over by 
the last Assembly; and afier some conversation, 
the appeal was Jaid on the table for the present. 
The Assembly adjourned till this afternoon at 
half past 3 o’clock. Concluded with prayer. 


Monday Afternoon, half past 3 o'clock. 

The met, and was with prayer. 

The Assembly took up the complaint of the 
Presbytery of Missouri against the Presbytery of 

' St. Charles, laid over by the last Assembly ; and 
the records of the Presbytery of St Charles not 
being present, therefore, 

- Resolved, ‘That the Complaint be dismissed. 

The nomination of persons to fill the vacancies 
jn the Boards of Directors of the Theological Se- 
minary at Princeton, and ofthe Western Theologi- 
cal Seminary, was made the order of the day for 
Tuesday morning. 

The report of the committee on the right of 
Presbyteries to examine ministers applying for ad- 
mission, which was adopted this morning, was re- 
eotisidered, amended, and adopted, as follows, viz. 

That the constitutional right of every Presbyte- 

to examine all seeking connexion with them, 
was settled by the Assembly of 1835, (see Minutes 
of the Assembly of 1835, page 27,) and this As 
sembly now render it imperative on Presbyteries 
to examine all who make application for admission 
into their bodies, at least on experimental religion, 
didactic, and polemic theolugy, and church go- 
vernment. 

The Assembly task up unfinished business of 
the last Assembly, viz. the Appeal of the Rev. Dr. 

Wylie against the Synod of Indiana. 


~The Moderator read the rule reminding the’ 


members of their high character as a Court of 
Jesus Christ, and the solemn duty in which they 
are about to act. 

The appeal of Dr. Wylie was read; the sen- 
tence of the Synod appealed from was read; the 
ease the inferior judicatories were read, in 

PT he Assembly ’journed till 9 o'clock to-morro 
morning. Concluded with prayer. - 


For the Presbyterian. 
CORRECTION. 


Philadelphia, May 20, 1837. 
Mr.. Editor—I perceive that your reporter has 
made a few verbal inaccuracies, in the published 
report, of what I said before the Convention, 
which, I have no doubt, you will cheerfully cor- 
rect, These mistakes, it is true, do not affect any 


_ important truth desirable to be known by this 


Convention : but still they should be corrected—I 
will just name them. Ist, Instead of six weeks J 


think I gaid about six weeks of 
Synod, perhaps tt was more. 2d, Ins of 


every minister I said every minister except per- 
haps a few, whose churches are able to go alone is 


missionary, The two last paragraphs con- 


taining my reply to questions proposed are inaccu- 
vate. will them correctly... The Oberlin. 
ites are becoming Perfectionists. 1 have been 
credibly informed that one who has become such, 
gaid-in a public meeting, “I would trample the 
Catechism under my feet.”” This is the language 
and spirit of Oberlin men among us. Had I been 
understood the last paragraph would read thus, 
“ We used to send our members to the Assembly 


* in alp ical rotation ; but at the last meeting of 
this rule was rescinded, and by 


ing of this rule, some names, mine amon 
others, were passed over, in order to reach Mr. H. 


_ thpalternate commissioner to the present Assembly. 


ee ‘There-may be, perhaps, some other slight verba! 
imaceuracies, 


2 


By publishing ‘these corrections much 


si bat not of sufficient importance to re- 


ef the Assembly, this 
y 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. 
SATURDAY, JUNE 3, 1837. 


Rervan or a Missionary.—The ship Phenix, 
arrived at New London from Tahiti, last week, 
has on boatd as passengers, Rev. Samuel Parker, 
of Ithaca, New York, Missionary of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 
who crossed the Rocky Mountains on an exploring 
expedition among the various tribes of Indians, 


; | and returned by the way of the Sandwich Islands 


and Cape Horn, after travelling 27,000 miles; 
also two sons of Levi Chamberlain, Circular 
Agent of the Sandwich Islands, to be educated in 
the United Stutes. 


Eccuestasticat.—On Tuesday, the 25th April, 
at the church in Donegal, Lancaster county, the 
Presbytery of New Castle ordained to the Gospel 
ministry, and installed as pastor over the congre- 
gations of Donegal and Marietta, Mr. ‘Thomas M. 
Boggs, a Licentiate of that Presbytery. On. this 
occasion the Rev. W. F. Houston presided, the 
Rev. Samuel Martin, D.D., preached the sermon 
and delivered the charge to the pastor, and the 


people. 


Reported by the Editor. 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY —DEBATE ON THE ME- 
MORIAL. 


(Continued.) 


Wednesday Morning, May 24. 

The morning was devoted to religious exer- 
cises. 
In the afternoon, the Committee on the Memo- 
rial made a further report in relation to the cita- 
tion of Synods, whereon a long and desultory de- 
bate ensued, involving matter which we did not 
think it necessary to report, as not having any ma- 
terial interest, or important bearing cn the main 
question. The result was, that the report of the 
committee was recommitted, with instructions that 
the committee should, as soon as convenient, make 
a full report: —The House then took up that part of 
the report of the committee which related todoctrine, 
and a debate ensued whether the report itself should 
be considered, or whether the amendment proposed 


sidered. ‘The debate was not on the merits of the 
uestion, but principally in relation to points of or- 
er. A motion was finally made to postpone the 
amendment indefinitely, and on this the debate 
was continued until the adjournment. We sup- 
posed that this debate would encumber our columns 
without promoting edification, and therefore we 
have withheld the report of it. | 


: Thursday Morning, May 25. 
Dr. Green moved to altzr the 17th rule, so as to 
preclude debate on the previous question, or in 
other words, to adopt the rule which prevails on 
this subject in the Congress of the United States. 
A debate of some length ensued, and finally the 
rule was altered to read thus: 

“The previous question shal] be in this form,— 
Shall the main question now be put? and when 
demanded by a majority of the members present, 
shall be without debate. And until it is decided, 
shall preclude al] amendment and further debate 
on the main question.” 

The Committee on the Memorial then made a 
final report, which was put on the docket. It was 
then moved to take up the resolution reported on 
the subject of reform. Great opposition was mani- 
fested by those who wished the House to take up 
the unfinished business, to wit: that part of the 
memorial which relates to doctrine. Much time 
was consumed in desultory debate, when, finally it 
was resolved, to take up that part of the memorial 
which relates to the toleration of disorders in prac- 
tice and errors in doctrine by inferior judicatories. 


Mr. Piumer, then moved to bring up this busi- 
ness under the following resolutions: 
1. That the proper steps be now taken to cite to 
the bar of the next Assembly such inferior judica- 
tories as are charged by cominon fame with irregu- 
larities. 
2. That a special committee be now appointed 
to ascertain what inferior judicatories are thus 
charged by common fame, prepare charges and 
specifications against them, and to digest a suita- 
ble plan of procedure in the matter, and that said 
committee be requested to report as soon as practi- 
cable. 
3. That as citation on the foregoing plan is the 
commencement of a process involving the right of 
membership in the Aseembly. Therefore, 
Resolved, ‘That agreeably to a principle laid down, 
Chap. V. Sec. 9th of the Form of Government, the 
meinbers of said judicaturies be excluded froin a seat 
in the next Assembly, until their case shall be de- 
cided. 
He then read from Book of Discipline. Chap. V. 9, 
on the discretionary right of a church judicatory to 
exclude one under process fiom the privilege of 
deliberating and voting. Also, from Form of Gov- 
ernment, Chap. XII. 5, on the powers of the Gene- 
ral Assembly in relation to controversies and er- 
rors. Also, from Book of Discipline, Chap. VII. 
Sec. 1., sub Sec. 5 and 6, in relation to powers of 
review and control. These quotations went di- 
rectly to the proof that the Assembly had all the 
wer of interference contemplated in the resolu- 
ions before the House. When common fame al- 
leged the existence of me in inferior judica- 
tories, they had the right of citation and trial, and 
until this was done, the persons charged might be 
denied their seats in the Assembly. 


Mr. Jessup. Rose to oppose the adoption of the 
resolutions, on the ground that they infringed the 
constitution. The language of the instrument has 
not left it to implication, what are the precise pow- 
ers of the Assembly—they are all specified. He 
had no doubt that it had the power to cite Synods 
to its bar. This has been exercised ; one Synod 
(Western Reserve) had thus been cited, had ap- 
peared, and had answered satisfactorily. But Sy- 
nods, as such, cannot be excluded from this floor; 
Presbyteries are represented here, and we cannot 
reach Presbyteries except by a constructive power. 
It is not competent to the Assembly to carry on an 


province of a Synod. The doctrine is advanced, 
that the right of reproving, implies right to cite and 
try, for how can they be reproved before trial. 
When, however, gross irregularities or erroneous 
doctrines prevail ina Presbytery, a testimony ss 
be borne against them, and they may be reproved. 
It is not necessary to this, that a citation should be 
issued ; this is a power which does not belong to 
the Assembly in relation toa Presbytery, as it is 
expressly delegated to another body. It is not im- 
plied in “suppressing schismatical contentions” 
that we may arraign Presbyteries or individuals 
and try them as if it were for their lives. Consult 
our book on actual proces-, and see to whom is 
intrusted the power of commencing it. It is not 
there said, that a General Assembly may arraigna 
Presbytery, but this is left to the Judicatory, next 
above. Thus, Sessions ure amenable to Presbyte- 
ries, Presbyteries to Synods, and Synods to the 
General Assembly; and the right of issuing all ap- 
peals from Presbyteries is reserved to the Synod, 
and no power is lodged with the Assembly to de- 
mand of them their records. It is only by implica- 


can adopt no action here in relation to Presbyteries 
but by trampling on your constitution, and how- 
ever you may cite them, will they obey? Will not 
their only response be, you have no power to re- 
quire it? If the principle embraced in the resolu- 
tions be adopted, you will have business enough on 
your hands; for it may be extended to Church Ses- 
sions, on any rumour that they entertain errors in 
doctrine. We are proceeding in the dark. The 
citation is to be grounded on alleged errors in doc- 
trine which prevail, and although we have had a 
specification of these errors, yet we have not dis- 
cussed them. Under the plan of union, we invited 
the aid of our Connecticut brethren, and we indu- 
ced the Churches. formed under it, to yield their 
preferences, and now we are called to pronounce 


oblige 


Yours, &c, 


an them a sentence of condemnation; if wrong has 


to last, and yet we are now to take advantage 


Rev. J. H. Symmes, delivered the charge to the 


by Mr. Mines on Saturday last, should be first con- 


impeachment against a Presbytery, for this is the 


tion, that you can assert any such jurisdiction. You | po 


‘been done, we are the perpetrators of sites age? 
our Own wrong, and gay that these Churches and 
Presbyteries are guilty of great irregularities.. The 
union has been coccented, and now we are to tell 
them they did wrong for doing the very thing we 
wished them todo. What the powers of the pro- 
posed Committee are to be, he did not know, as 
they were not explicitly stated; but, if it was to 
accuse Presbyteries of immoral practices, then it 
might come to his Presbytery, (Montrose), which 
was su to be in an infected region, and be- 
fore they could be tried even on common fame, it 
was to be deprived of its privileges and excluded 
from a seat on this floor, a thing which could not 
be, except in a judicial case, in which they were an 
interested party. To be deprived of the power of 
deliberating, was a thing at direct war with the 
guaranteed rights of Presbyteries. You might as 
well say, that a man had no right to a seat here, 
because he was not forty years old, or had not on 
him a particular mark. You have no right, thus 
to direct Presbyteries, and next year there may be 
such a change in the Assembly as will show the 
uselessness of such acts of exclusion. , 


Mr. BrecutnripcE. Regarded the subject as one 
of great importance, as well as of difficulty. The 
speaker who preceded him, had probably given the 
strongest views which could be given on that side 
of the question. What is contemplated in the re- 
solutions, is entirely within the jurisdiction of the 
Assembly; nay, they could do much more than 
this. ‘The Memorial covers more ground, and that 
Memorial is before this house; it, as you may see, 
contemplates the right of dealing with individuals 
and the immediate excision of decidedly unsound 
members. ‘To state the question in its order, he 
would assume that the right of a minister or a 
church to be in the Presbyterian Church, was but 
a qualified right. We may admit, or refuse to ad- 
mit, as we please; and the admission is on the pre- 
sumption, that the individual agrees with us in 
principle, and his right of continuing to be a Pres- 
byterian Minister is qualified by his continuing to 
act on the principles and rules we have adopted. 
The same was true of Churches and Presbyteries. 
Mr. Jessup, who is an elder for whom he had great 
respect, and who, he had no doubt, faithfully perform- 
el his duty as such, has his right to the office, de- 
pending on adhering to these principles. Depar- 
ture from these in essential particulars excludes 
from the Church in reason, conscience, and fact ; 
and the method of ascertaining the true state of 
the case is only matter of proof and expediency. 
And here he was called to say, without charg- 
ing any one on that floor, that it was an atro- 
cious moral perjury, for any man to come with 
a creed in his hand, professing to believe it, while 
in his heart he did not believe it. Again, he 
would remara, that it cannot be, that any system 
makes provision for its own dissolution; and this is 
true of the Presbyterian system; it may be revolu- 
tionized, but it cannot make provision that it 
should so be revolutionized. Thus, a man may have 
mortified limbs which need amputation, but whoever 
heard of a man coming into the world in the act of 
cutting off his own legs? Now the fact is, that the 
Presbyterian Church isat this present time in a con- 
dition not provided for in its constitution ; a condi- 
tion in which very many of its members are found 
in hostility to the principles on which it is founded, 
and that it is not long since dead, under such un- 
foreseen circumstances, is a striking proof of its 
powerful vitality. Such disorders as now exist 
must be arrected, or we are ruined ; they who have 
forced us into this condition have from the very fact 
lost their rights, and shal! we, while we have any 
remaining power, stand by and see the body die, 
while we may avert the evil. It has been admitted 
that the Assembly has the right of citing a Synod, 
and the constitution puts into your hands the power 
of putting an end to schismatical contentions. Now 
with this in view, let us take a case; here is the Sy- 
nod of the Western Reserve, it has once been cited 
to your bar, and now it knows the way: this Synod 
obeys vour summons; you find it erroneous and 
unsound in the faith; suppose farther, that the very 
extraordinary fact should occur,*that this same 

3 should declare canditly Its opinions, and 
confess that it rejected your system, from the bot- 
tom of its heart, would the Assembly hesitate 
about separating it from the body at once? Would 
it say it was impotent under such circumstances. 
But if in that case we would have the power to 
separate such a Synod from our connexion, every 
thing is granted; and it only remains to decide 
when and under what circumstances excision shall 
take place. It is contended that the Assem- 
bly has no such power over Présbyteries, and yet. 
it is well known that the Synod of Kentucky did 
actually thus exercise discipline and cut off the 
whole Presbytery of Cumberland, nay more,—this 
act of the Synod was approved and sanctioned by 
the General Assembly. We should come up to 
our duty and cut off unsound Synods and Presby- 
teries and we might properly do this without the 
formality of a citation. ‘T'he stress of the difficulty 
seems to be in relation to the power of the Asseni- 
bly over Presbyteries, and there seeins to be a per- 
suasion that Synods should do their own work; but 
with these admissions, could not the Assembly ap- 
point Committees to visit every Presbytery, arraign 
their unsound members and then bring them up 
here on appeal and then cut them off jn detail. 
Besides this, the General Assembly in former years 
has transcendv4i its powers in forming certain Pres- 
byteries, and for seven years, in despite of all the 
argument and opposition which could be urged, 
have scttled the principle. Why then should we 
adhere-to a barren theory in opposition to their ex- 
ainple; why not use the power which has been 
placed in our hands, and which has been used 
repeatedly by the Assembly, and cut off the 
Presbyteries which we have made? If the As- 
sembly has made Presbytcries without lawful 
power, we surely have the right to put things 
back as tiiey were? Factious majorities brought 
chem into existence; they have troubled our 
Israel, aud we have certainly a right to undo the 
mischief. And under the light of this example the 
Third Presbytery of Philadelphia may yetdie. Ifa 
Presbytery be cited, it may refuse to come; what 
must then be done? [low are you to serve your 
citations; how are you to know that they have 
been received! There are ditficulties connected 
with the plan; but the best course is the shortest 
one. You should go right onward and directly to 
the cure of the present evils; the Church is tired 
of controversies and longs for peace; we maintain 
the Standards, and the power we now have to pre- 
serve them, we may never have again. ‘Two years 
ago the Orthodox had the majority, and if they 
had properly used it, not only would much subse- 
quent contention have been avoided, but the 
Church would have approved your course. Now 
is our time; we must reform or be dissolved; to 
live together is impossible; we should therefore 
say to the opposing party, gentlemen, there is the 
door—the highway is yours, and if they will not 
go, we should kindly, but firmly help them out. 


Mr. Wuire. He admired the talent of the last 
speaker, but he had, as he himself had acknow- 
ledged, assumed unconstitutional grounds. There 
was, however, a constitutional way of proceeding, 
and it was to arraign and try individuals and this 
was to be done by commencing process in the ju- 
dicator:es to which they were amenable. - This As- 
sembly had not the power to cut offany man. He 
might stand alone in the opinion, but he did not be- 
lieve it had power even to citeSynods. The Con- 
stitution implies a contract by which the rights of 
minorities are secured, otherwise any majority 
might assume sovereignty. There are reserved 
rights; the Constitution gives limited and specific 
wers to the Assembly, and in these is not includ- 
ed that of citing, but only to review their measures 
or to warn and reprove. If the powers of the body 
are specific, then there are no constructive powers, 
and hence the-employment of any power not speci- 
fied would be beyond the constitution and conse- 
quently not binding. The Presbytery has by the 
Constitution power to judge ministers, and the As- 
sembly has the power only in case of appeals regu- 
larly brought up. The Book contemplates nothing 
beyond the disciplining of individuals, and any thing 
beyond this is assumed, not given. The Synod of 
Philadelphia did right in nullifying an act of the 
Assembly forming a Presbytery, because it was be- 
yond their province and therefore had no authority. 
Again to pass these resolutions would be unjust and 


slanderous according to Book of Discipline, Chap. | gal 
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| tution. 


| field men, they will stand to their 


| ciple’ way be applied to the present case. If the 
citation is not well founded, thenit is slanderous, 
and if there be an orthodox man in any Synod 
which you may cite, then that man is slandered by 
the course which you propose. Besides, this As- 
sembly is a chartered body, and if it shall sap the 
foundation of any man’s reputation, it is amenable 
to a civil tribunal. Look again at the practical re- 
sults of these resolutions. They go to deprive 
many of their seats in this General Assembly, than 
which nothing can be more unconstitutional or op- 

to common law, nay you deprive them of 
their seats unheard. Again, they lead directly to 
consolidation in the General Assembly, they de- 
prive Synods and Presbyteries of their reserved 
rights. We have given up to the Assembly some 
of our rights, to preserve others, but this sweeps 
them all away and lodges all power with this body. 
The next thing may be to decide who shall and 
shall not unite in the communion of particular 
churches; such interference would justify nullifi- 
cation. Let the principle be carried out and it may 
in the end affect some of the friends of this measure 
very seriously. ‘The Assembly may dictate on the 
subject of slavery and subject to discipline those 
who are connected with the subject. If they as- 
sume powers in the one case, they may also in the 
other. 

Adjourned. 

Friday Morning, May 25. 

Dr. Beman. In remarking on this subject, he 
noticed the opposite grounds assumed by gentle- 
men. One (Mr. Plumer) says, the measure pro- 
posed carries out the constitution, and another (Mr. 
Breckinridge) says, we should proceed on the 
ground, that necessity knows no law. He would 
be led to notice both positions. The first point he 
would insist on, was in reference to the power of 
the Assembly in relation to inferior judicatories. 
The question was, had the General Assembly any 
right to originate process, involving deposition ; he 
contended that it had not, and he appealed to the 
Book. The chapter concerning General Review 
and Control (sec. 1. sub. sec. 5.) relating to the con- 
trol of inferior judicatories for mal-practices, is one 
of the strong holds which is appealed to in justifica- 
tion of the proposed measures; but what is the case 
here contemplated? It is nothing more nor less than 
this, that the superior judicatory may interfere with 
inferior ones when their irregularities are pro- 
claimed by their records or common fame. There- 
fore, he would first remark, that the rule undoubt- 
edly refers to some case of judicial action, in which 
there had been some known irregularity or some 
improper record made, and of course it is entirely 
aside from the case in hand. Then, again, the re- 
view is confined to the judicatory immediately 
above; it is merely review, in which Presbyte- 
ries inspect the proceedings of Sessions, and Sy- 
nods those of Presbyteries, and the General Assem- 
bly those of Synods. Refer to the 6th sec. in 
which there is a supposition of gross delinquencies, 
and it will only require the glance of an intelligent 
eye to see the extent of the provision. There may 
be a citation to appear, but this course belongs to 
the judicatory “ next above,” and hence the power 
of the Assembly is restricted to Synods, unless the 
words mean ata “remote remove.” But let the 
Assembly thus proceed to cite Synods, what then? 
After issuing the citation and reviewing the con- 
duct ofthe Synod, it shall remié the whole matter 
to the delinquent judicatory. This is the whole 
extent. When you have cited, you must then send 
down the evidence you have collected, bag and bag- 
gage, to the inferior judicatory, commanding them 
to straiten their proceedings. If you go beyond this, 
you constitute yourselves a court of original juris- 
diction. Now if it may be said, what may be the 
efficacy of such a course, and how can we know 
that the thing is attended to? it is answered, we 
may know it from their records, and if they show 
that the order has not been obeyed, then by a kind 
of Lynch Jaw their heads may be cut off. 

2. [le would remark on the proposition to ex- 
clude commissioners from the floor of this Assembly. 
He was not at all surprised that an attempt had 
been made to find a sanction for this in the consti- 


It reminded him of an anecdote of a high 
dignitary in tho Churoh who weo Unitarian in Lis 


sentiments, and who published a sermon, which had 
not the remotest connection with the text append- 
ed to it; some expressed surprise at the circum- 
stance, but the reviewers of it remarked, that the 
text bore as much affinity to the sermon as any 
one which could be found in the Bible. Thus the 
Book of Discipline, chap. v. sec. 9, has been quoted, 
in which it is said that when a member of achurch 
judicatory is under process, it shall be discretiona- 
ry whether he shall have the privilege of delibe- 
rating, &c. This whole matter relates to process 
against a minister, and cannot bear on this ques- 
tion. A man’s right to a seat in this house de- 
pends on his commission from a Presbytery, and 
this is paramount authority. Look at sec. 2 of this 
same chapter, and you will find that process against 
a minister must commence in the Preslytery of 
which he is a member, and no provision is made 
for process against a multitude. [le would ask 
again whether the 7th sec. had been complied 
with? Here was a virtual prosecution, and yet we 
are expressly told, that the prosecutor should be 
previously warned, that if he fail to prove his 
charges, he must himself be censured as a slander- 
er. In chap. iv. sec. 18, of actual process, it is 
provided that a person accused, may be prevented 
from coming to the communion table until the is- 
sue of his trial. This relates toa member of the 
church, but how does it prove that a man may be 
cut off from the church until he is tried. When 
members come up to the next General Assembly, 
if there should be a loud rumour of their bad con- 
duct, the constructive power of the rule might then 
operate, but it is a maxim of universal law to call 
men innocent until proved to be guilty. Your 
power is confined to Synods, why then attempt to 
punish Presbyteries; will you adopt a half wedge, 
which will only split off a partof the body? Can 
you show a pattern for such a wedge in your Book 
of Discipline. Where is your authority for punisii- 
ing before process? And how can you wrest away, 
on mere rumour, the inalienable and eternal rights 
of Presbyteries? In no political body would such 
a course be ventured on as the one here recom- 
mended. But again, it should be remembered, 
that this General Assembly isa very different body 
from the next; there may in fact be a change in 
all its members; the change may be entire from 
the corner stone to the summit. The members 
who will compose it will come up with their com- 
missions in their pockets, and the constitution in 
their hand, and demand their seats; and how can 
your committee of commissions, acting under the 
sanctions of Christian honesty excludé them, or 
dare place a black mark on them? Neither your 
acts nor the acts of any convention, but the consti- 
stitution is to decide who are to take their places. 
To this constitution we will cling; if we go down 
the whole system must go down with us; we must 
be put down by mob law. The men you propose 
to exclude are Thermopyle men, they are Smith- 
tsand adhere 
to their rights if they must die for it. The resolu- 
tion is odious; it will blow a blast throughout these 
United States which will bring fifty men to this 
place who might now rightfully be here ; they will 
meet the question at Philippi, and there it will be 
settled. High-handed, overbearing and unparalleled 
is this measure. Suppose the United States should 
have a conflict with a particular state, and the first 
step should be to cite it before the bar of Con- 
gress; and in the mean time the scavengers of 
common fame should go forth and bring in an ass 
load of rumour, and on the ground of this an at- 
tempt should be made to deprive this state of its 
representation, would it. succeed? No, Congress 
would examine the commissions of the representa- 
tives, and if regular they would take their seats. 
3. He would next advert to the powers of the con- 
templated committee, or what might be called 
common fame collectors. This said common fame 
was rather notorious for falsehood, she might be 
represented with her brazen trumpet to her lips, 
with the broad end flaring out; on the other side 
the committee may be seen with their ear trumpet, 
gathering in all her rumours and collecting them 
in a dish, and presenting them as a feast for this 
house, as the head of John the Baptistin a charger. 
Is the committee to have inquisitorial power? Is 
it to hunt up and listen to every rumour? Is it to 
gather those that come from the north, and to lis- 
ten to those which come from the south,.yes, to the 
es of the south, whére whole Presbyteries. adopt 


II. 5. Therule refers to individuals, but the prin- 


principles opposed to the decisions of?former As-' 


semblies? Are’they to take cognizance of Mr. 
Smylie’s pamphlet on mers Are they to be. 
vested with condemnatory acquitting powers ? 
Are they to be a newly manufactured inquisition? 
There is no doubt that this is to be the under- 
standing. 4. The Constitution has ample powers 
to rectify all disorders arising in the system. It is 
not perfect, but its provisions are truly wonderful. 
It secures the ends of justice by the right of appea 
through Sessions, Presbyteries, and Synods, up to 
the General Assembly ; and then tracing its opera- 
tions back, the Assembly may rectify the disorders 
of Synods, Synods those of Presbyteries, and Pres- 
byteries those of Sessions. Now why should there 
be a desire to nullify? There never was a govern- 
ment which like this, provided so well for ever 
case; and yet now a fortuitous majority whic 
may never have the same power again, would 
overturn it. The Constitution never contemplated 
this. He would refer to the tendency of the mea- 
sure as avowed by its promoters; it was to drive 
off portions of the Church by transcending the 
Constitution ; it was to invalidate their commis- 
sions; to cripple them by lynch law and mob law. 
[Mr. Breckinridge here remarked, that the abuse 
of some men was the highest praise.] It is to shut 
out members of the next General Assembly, and by 
measures known to be unconstitutional; but these 
are men who are not to be nullified; they will 
come here, they will vote with the majority of the 
next Asseinbly; that is prophecy! You cannot 
help them out of doors as the gentleman, just from 
France [Mr. Breckinridge} has so politely offered ; 
like the Pilgrims of Plymouth they stand on a 
rock, around which the storm raves in vain. We 
are in the house and we will not go out; we will 
contend for our rights, and vindicate the Constitu- 
tion, and the more we are crowded off the closer 
we will hug the Constitution. We have got into 
a state in which we cannot, from the high degree 
of moral excitement, look on the ~~ in dispute 
with a clear vision—the more we look at it the 
more we disagree. The Church and world will 
hear of these high handed measures; common 
fame will go forth, and common fame it should be 
remembered isa female lawyer that retains on both 
sides, and she will blow a blast through these 
States against those who trample on the Constitu- 
tion, and the world and the Church, and God will 
hear it, and to God and the next General Assem- 
bly you will be responsible. 


Dr. Baxter. The resolutions accord with the 
acts of the Assembly already passed, and they are 
necessary as a subsequent action. The plan of 
union just abrogated was unconstitutional, it gran- 
ted too much, it granted what was preying on the 
vitals of the Church, and now we are bound to 
carry forward our action to its legitimate conse- 
quences. Suppose an arrangement should be en- 
tered into between the United States and France, 
by which persons should be introduced into our 
state and national legislatures who were not con- 
stitutionaily qualified ; this may appear to be an 
extravagant supposition and so it is, for the child- 
ren of this world are wiser in their generation 
than the children of light; but suppose the case, 
and in consequence of the arrangement, our polit- 
ical institutions should be greatly corrupted; that 
in view of this effect, the arrangement or treaty 
should finally be annulled; would not Congress 
then be bound to go further and check the pro- 
gress of the evil by excluding from our legislatures 
the men who under the arrangement, had done the 
evil. ‘his is precisely the case before us; the 
Plan of Union has introduced all these evils into 
the Church; that plan is now abrogated, and 
we should carry out the action by excluding the 
men who are not Presbyterians, who were intro- 
duced by the Plan. The General Assembly has 
unquestionably this power, and they have advan- 
ced wrong views, who limit this power to a mere 
review of records and to the settlement of appeals. 
In the xii. Chap. of Form of Government, 5th sec- 
tion, it is said that * to the General Assembly also 
belongs the power of deciding in all controversies 
respecting doctrine and discipline; of reproving, 
warning, or bearing testimony against error in doc- 
trine or immorality in practice. in any Church, 
Presbytery or Synod—of suppressing schismatical 
contentions and disputations,” &c Hess isa most 
important power entrusted to them, but it is said it 
amounts to nothing, because there is no form of 
process distinctly marked out. This is a mistake ; 
in the full power here granted, is included that of 
originating new and necessary forms of process 
which may be suited to the exigency of the case. 
Take the Constitution of the General Government, 
you will find in it no specific forms for the regula- 
tion of civil or military courts, and yet these forms 
are originated under the authority of the constita- 
tion. Different opinions have been entertained 
respecting the right of original jurisdiction; some 
limit the Assembly to a mere review of cases sub- 
mitted to them which must afterwards be remitted, 
others go farther. When the action of the Synod 
of Kentucky, before referred to, was first brought 
before the Assembly, their sanction was withheld 
by a majority of four votes, the Synod being out of 
the House; but on its second presentation, the 
point was carried in favour of the Synod. It is 
contended then, that the Assembly has a power to 
modify its own forms. When common fame origi- 
nates a process, this constitution may authorize the 
excision of whole Synods. On the other resolu- 
tion, involving the right of membership in those 
under process, the constitution gives an express 
discretionary power to withhold the privilege of 
deliberating and voting. The men referred to 
have first come into the Church in an unconstitu- 
tional manner; institutions hostile to the Church 
have risen up, pouring in men unfriendly to the 
standards, and we are now called to test the pro- 
priety of this. If these men are truly Presbyte- 
rian they will suffer no harm; if they are not, we 
are called upon to say so. The sacred rights of 
Presbyteries are admitted, but we wish to ascer- 
tain if they are composed of men regularly or- 
dained, and who have embraced our creed for 
more than substance of doctrine,— who have adopted 
it according to its obvious meaning. It is already 
known that some of them are the settled pas- 
tors of Congregational churches; and without in- 
sinuating any thing against the churches, this is 
certainly incompatible with membership in the 
Presbyterian Church. Congregational churches 
have a government over their ministers, and if so, 
how can such ministers who are not ecclesiasti- 
cally free, and who may be bound to receive their 
instructions from such churches, come here to 
judge of our constitution? It has been asserted, 
that these resolutions contemplate the division of 
the Presbyterian Church, and that they imply pre- 
judice against our Congregational brethren. Now 
it is evident, that Congregationalists are not Pres- 
byterians, and if you force them into the same 
house, and make them mingle in their domestic 
concerns, there must necessarily be confusion. 
Peace is desirable, but have we peace? shal] we, 
as some say on the opposite side, fight for this 
union? Abrogate this union say some, and there 
will be war, but is there not war? Are there not 
in our Church two parties, which are less cordial 
with each other than they are with other denomi- 
nations? Peace would be secured by separation, 
and it would be well if it could be amicable, 
Both parties with separate organizations would be 
more efficient, and they would have mutual at- 
tachments which do not now exist, 


Mr. Dickinson. He had at first designed to say 
much which he would now omit as the constitu- 
tional points had been so fully argued; a few gene- 
ral remarks however he wished tosubmit, o the 

e of the resolutions he was opposed, not that 
he did not believe that there were irregularities, 
for there had been such from the origin of the 
Church, and he still regretted and felt free to dis- 
approve of them as they appeared on both sides; 
nor that he was op to reform, for there must 
be discipline in order to edification; but if there 
were irregularities, and if there were errors which 
went to sap the foundation, our judicatories have 
ample power to remedy the evils, Let Synods, 
Presbyteries, and Sessions do their duty and if they 
fail rebuke them; this was the course to which he 
was friendly. To the resolutions he objected, 

1. Because the terms in which they were ex- 
pressed were indefinite. Your committee will not 
understand what inferior judicatories are meant. 

2. The facts on which they are based are not 
fairly before us; to 
doctrine and irregularities in discipline. He never 
knew a process to be commenced, before the court 


had taken up the rumour and supposed it to be true. 
Through the Committee on the memorial we have 


a re 
but there has been no action on them by this house. 


ported list of errors in doctrine and practice, 


If _ exist now is the time to act on them; they 
should be discussed in their length and breadth ; it 
should be ascertained whether they do exist; idle 
rumours should not be relied on; perhaps satisfac- 


]| tory explanations might be made; but as it is we 


are in the dark and cannot trust a committee. 


3. They give a power of arranging an unconstitu- 
tional plan of operation. It would seem that the de- 
sign is to operate on Presbyteries and Sessions. It 
is true the Assembly has powertosuppressschismati- 
cal contentions, but the question is shall it do itin a 
constitutional or unconstitutional manner. Through 
appeals brought up it may suppress contentions; 
or it may accomplish it by exhortation, by recom- 
mendation, by advice, by parental supervision ; but 
it was never contemplated that it could immediate- 
ly put its hands on these things. 

i Their design as distinctly avowed, is to ex- 
clude from the next Assembly those who have a 
right to be there. Such exclusion would be pre- 
mature; we have no right tosay who shal] be mem- 
bers of the next Assembly; it would be to adopt a 
new doctrine, to say that when they come here 
they shall have no right to deliberate on any mat- 
ter. 

5. They contemplate the strongest discipline be- 
fore the proper preliminary action has been taken. 
You should first warn, and thus attempt to rectify the 
evils. You have a catalogue of errors and irrega- 
larities before you, and you should inquire into 
them and warn the churches against them. 

6. The course proposed casts odium on one-half 
of the Presbyterian Church. The design may be 
to promote truth and order, but this is the ettect. 
There have long been,in the Church two classes of 
theological views which have been arrayed against 
each other; and since the 2 igo: 1820 several sys- 
tems have been condemned, and among the rest 
the good old system of New England, which ts my 
system. Perhaps the same is pow to come under 
condemnation. In a narrative of religion sanc- 
tioned and adopted by a previous General Assem- 
bly, Hopkinsianism was classed with Arminianism 
and Unitarianism, and in the same narrative, re- 
vivals of religion were virtually condemned. 
Here there was a call upon the speaker to verify 

is statement, the truth of which was positively 
denied. Mr. Dickinson failed to do this, but in 
the afternoon, he acknowled he had madea mistake, 
and that his reference should have been to a pas 
toral letter from the Synod of Philadelphia to its 
churches, and which, by the way, was the produc- 
tion of the Rev. Ezra Styles Ely, D.D., in. the days 
gone by when he was a zealous advocate for ortho- 
doxy.] He merely wished to say, that there had 


some, Was error to othors; what sont Called genu- 
ine revivals others called spurious. He supposed 
the prosecution was based on the presumption of 
error, now suppose those charged, should disavow 


‘the error, would you still prosecute? or suppose 


they were misunderstood, would you still proceed ? 

For one, he did not wish to be associated with 

those accused of error without an opportunity of 
disabusing himself, neither did he wish his Presby- 

tery (Cincinnati) to be thus charged, for there was 

no ground for it. [Here Mr. D. was about to give 

the articles of his faith but was arrested, as that 

would properly come in under the consideration of 
another part of the report.] He and others had 
been regarded as holding these errors, byt he was. 
misunderstood ; he wished before the American Pres- 
byterian Church to disavow them in the main. He 
had a fear that his Presbytery might be arraigned, 
and yet none in that Presbytery held these errors. 
in the form and meaning in which they were here. 
presented. In justice to Lane Seminary hé was: 
bound to state, that they were labouring there to: 
prepare a ministry which should maintain the Cal- 
vinistic faith and the Presbyterian government; 
yes, to form them for an intelligent, bold, and sue~ 
cessful defence of Presbyterian peculiarities. 


Mr. Piumer. He differed from Mr. Jessup on 
the oxtcnt of authority vested in the General As 
sembly. The 5th sub. sec. of Ist sec. chap. vii. in 
the Book of Discipline, gives the Assembly ample 
control over Synods which fail to perform their 
duty, and the interference is not only justified b 
the case of the Synod of Kentucky already quoted, 
but by the settled practices of the Scottish Church, 
to which we are so greatly indebted for our present 
Constitution. [Mr. Plumer here quoted largely 
from Steuart’s Collections in proof, that the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, directly and 
through their commissions, exercised authority in. 
the suppression of error, by the citation of refrac-. 
tory Presbyteries and Ministers.] This he deemed 
very high authority. He was amused and sur- 
prised to hear one gentleman (Dr. Beman) 60 elo-. 
quently contend for the eternal rights of Presbyte- 
ries, and he was led to think what could be the 
meaning of the gentleman. Were the rights of 
which he spoke eternal a parte ante or a parte post ? 
If it was the former, then the Presbyterian form of 
government was much more ancient than he had 
ever imagined, for he had never dreamed of tracin 
it further back than to the time that Ezra arrange 
the Synagogue worship ; if it were the latter, that 
Presbyterianism was to be perpetuated in heaven, 
then it was singular enough considering the quarter 
from which it came, that we should have the eter- 
nally divine right of Presbyterianism so. et 
maintained—it was high-churchism of a truth. The. 
gentleman’s metaphors were also remarkable ; first. 
we had a big trumpet emptying its sounds into ano- 
ther trumpet, and it in its turn emptying itself into 
a dish, and then the dish filled with northern gales 
and southern breezes, presented to regale the Gen- 
eral Assembly. Sucha dish reminded him of an 
anecdote of a minister’s servant who was very 
clever in making inferences; on one occasion he 
was asked what inference he would draw from this 


pleasure,” and his answer was, that he would infer 
that he might snuff a good while before he would 
grow faton it. So he would say of thisdish which 
the gentleman had prepared for the Assembly, in 
all likelihood they would never grow fat on it. 
Having thus disposed of the salmagundi dishes, he 
would turn to other matters. It was indeed pleas- 
ant to hear it acknowledged by gentlemen on the 
other side, that there were in the Church two sys-. 
tems of theological views. [Mr. Dickinson ex- 
plained that he meant two systems of explaining 
doctrines.] Well, that is even plainer; there are 
two distinct and different systeins of explainin 
the doctrines of religion ; that point is now settled, 
as it is fully conceded. Then again he was sur- 
prised that the same gentleman from Lane Semi-~ 
nary, should undertake to compare the differences 
which existed in the Presbyterian Church in 1820, 
with those now existing. The subjects of differ- 
ence were totally different as he shoot have known, 
and the points now in dispute were not agitated 
then. It was laid down asa principle by all wri- 
ters on the laws of nations, that when a privilege 
was granted by ane nation to another, every thing 
was included, which was necessary to the enjoy- 
ment of the privilege. Thus, if an army had per- 
mission to pass through a certain territory, it was 
certainly implied that they might cut down trees 
to make bridges, if it should be necessary on their 
march. So, if the right of citation is given to the 
Assembly, it includes the right of calling for per- 
sons and papers. They may appoint a commission 
to carry their citation into effect, and this commis-. 
sion may send for men and, papers; they may re- 
quire the records of Presbyteries and Sessions, Mr. 
Jessup had said, that no power of the Assembly 
could reach the records of his Presbytery; but if. 
refused, it would be under the penalty of contu- 
macy, and if this were not so, the whole thin 
would be no better than a consummate farce; if 
testimony could not be demanded, then we might 
as well go home at once. It had been acknow- 
ledged, that we had the power to reprove, but how 
could thig be done, unless there was some way of 
getting at the proof! | 


tion might be brought under aur feet, We might 
place our feet on it as we would an the rock of Cib- 
raltar, as a secure foundation, and in this way the 
brethren who scted with him had it under their. 
feet; and ip another sense, it might be trampled 


under foot with ‘scorn, the way di which jt was 


treated by some others. One gentleman had 
emnly ayerred, that the constitution had pravided 


long been diversities of views; what was truth to | 


text, “a wild Ass that snuffeth 7 the wind at. | 
e 


The changes had beenrafig - 


on “trampling the constitution ynder our feet ;” 
but there were two senses in which the constitu- — 
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only for procéss against an individual, and yet there 
ra the ‘Book ex providing for the citation 


ad ke th nd if 
superior judicatory to take this course, and if it had 
a ceed th cite, it had power to call for records. He 
was glad ‘to hear the gentleman from Lane Semi- 
nary acknowledge, that reform was necessary, but 
the remedy he proposed was inefficient ; mere ad- 
‘vice and exhortation would not do; the stronger 
measure which was now proposed, was the only one 
that wasadequate. Twothings he would now state 
as a.tribute to charity; and the first was, that there 
was no contention | 
tionalists assuch. There was no war on 
New England and its old theology. When the late 
Dr. Porter was spending a winter to the south, he 
was invited to deliver a course of lectures in an old- 
school th ical seminary; that was no proof of 
‘hostility to New England ; and the name of Net- 
tleton and others of similar stamp, was held in re- 
-verence by old-school men. It should be known 
then, that we wage no war ayainst the congrega- 
tionalism of New England or the theology of Ed- 
wards, . And again, he would say, that we have no 
contest with other denominations; we cherish for 
them the most fraternal feelings, and extend to 
them our christian regards. On the contrary, it is 
for the order, the constitution, the doctrines of the 
Presbyterian Church, that we contend. 


Adjourned. 

. _ Friday Morning, May 26. 
Dr. Perers. The first resolution under consid- 
eration, proposes the citation of inferior judicatories ; 
and the proceeding is extraordinary ; it should not 
be entered on, unless the common is definite and at- 
taches to persons. If the individuals were named 
who are charged, then we could go to the work. It 
is most extraoadinary that this great court of Er- 
tors, should lay aside its regular judicial business, 
to hunt after a criminal; there is no provision in 
the book for this. He would again call attention 
to the powers of the Assembly as laid down in the 
Form of Government, Chap. XII. sec. 5, and here 
there was not a word said as to the mode of exer- 
cising the power. Mr. Plumer goes for authority 
to the Scotch Church, but he would go to the Book 
of Discipline, Chap. VII 1,2. forthe mode. There 
it is provided that cases must go from lower to 
higher judicatories, and the process must be against 
individaale. The power of citation is admitted, but 
it is not for trial, as you do not know that there 
w.ll be grouud for trial, but merely that the matter 
may be remitted. It is for mere inquiry, to know 
what they have done or left undone; then you 
may issue an order, and if they refuse obedi- 
ence, then you may cite again for trial, and al- 
though the Book does not exactly specify what is 
to be done, yet you unquestionably have the right 
of trial, ‘There is another way of testifying against 
errors, if we could only get them within the rules 
of this house. He could not consent to cite, be- 
cause he did not know what judicatories were to 
be cited, and it wasto him an unparalled departure 
from dignity in this house to go out to hunt for 
criminals, As to excluding members from their 
seats, he thought we were legislating beyond our 
bonnds, when we legislated for another Assembly. 
Dr. Baxter has taken the position that the ministers 
of Congregational Churches have no right to seats 
in this house, and that the measures now before 
you are a continuation of the work already accom- 
lished; but he would reply, that the Churches 
rmed under the union were lawfully formed 
ly to the stipulations between the Presby- 
terian Church and the Association of Connecticut. 
Can we now say that the union was unconstitu- 
tional? one half hour before its abrogation, these 
churches were regular, but now it is said they are 
irregular; if so, why not now discipline them and 
they may yet become regular. He felt no alarm 
at the abrogation or the resolutions as they could 


- not affect the Churches, which had been formed 


under the Assembly’s rule. Your abrogation is a 
nullity ; it only prevents other churches from being 
formed on this principle. You are bound to pro- 
tect these churches and not rashly and rudely to 
break up their foundations. Are you going to ex- 
clude ministers because they are pastors of Congre- 
gatioaal Chorches? Why a Presbytery consists 
of ali the ministéfs within a certain district, witha 
ruling elder from each church, and although one 
may be a tobacconist, another a book merchant, and 
a third a seller of cotton and purple, yet you do not 
interfere or vitiate their standing. ‘To cut off im- 
mediately has been the doctrine avowed on this 
floor and in the Convention, and it is certainly very 
convenient to say that because there is a common 


fame against them, they should be excluded; this 


as the shortest way, and, therefore, said to be the 
best. Mr. Plumer quotes Scotch authority for this, 
although he has no idea of the rule applying to the 
South. We were told yesterday, very logically, 
that as no system provides for its own dissolution, 
that therefore, we must adopt unconstitutional 
measures, lest the Assembly should stultify itself. 
He kad pleasure in referring to the more pacific 


remarks of Dr. Baxter, who supposed that two 


families under the same roof would come into colli- 
sion, and that peace would be promoted by a sepa- 


ration. But divisions eannot be; the constitution 
_ binds us together; and if any are dissatisfied, they 


an retire and plant their flag outside. If, how- 
ever, @ proposition to this effect were kindly made, 
would be received in the same spirit; an amica- 


‘ ble division might take place, but we are not to be 


driven from this blessed constitution. We have no 
proposition for division to make, but if it should 


‘<ome from another quarter, he would promote it by 


@ny proper means; for he was persuaded, that the’ 

sooner the parties were apart, the sooner the at- 

mosphere between them would be clarified, and they 
prepared to unite on higher grounds. 

Dr. McAutey, would not commence by stating, 
as many had, that he had but “a word” to say, and 
then speak half an hour, which time, however, he 
certainly would not speak. He was unwell; and 
dlesired only to administer a corrective to some of. 
dhis friends who quoted authorities frum the Church 
of Scotland. He would read from the “ Compend” 
of the Laws of that Church, to show what was the 
power of the commissions which are integral parts 
of the constitution of the Scotch Church. 

[Dr. McAuley then read, and commented on va- 
rious parts of the book for the space of half an hour, 
to show that the Church of Scotland was in union 
with the State, and of course, that the acts of that 
Church were of no authority in interpreting our 
constitution. 

Dr. McAuley then alluded to the constitution of 
the Church, which, he contended, did not authorise 
the General Assembly to institute these proceed- 
ings. He went on further to argue, that if this 
Assembly could exclude members from the next 
house by these resolutions, the Presbyteries to 
which they belonged could not even elect Commis- 
sioners to the Assembly,—nor perform any of the 
acts appropriate to the offices of the ministry and 
eldership. He hoped there was good sense and 
doyalty enough to prevent the passage of these re- 
solutions; which, while he would condemn heresy, 
he considered an unlawful method of attaining a 
right end. That end would be obtained at the pro- 

r time, if we adhered to the constitution, God 
clans suffering to usward, and he would be so to 
erring brethren.—Bear with them, and you may re- 
claim them. 

-In allusion to Presbyterian Miuisters preaching 
to Congregational Churches, he contended, that 
‘this was as proper, as for such ministers to aban- 
don the preaching of the Gospel, to engage in mer- 
chandize, or edit mis-called religious newspapers, 
—but who were nevertheless allowed to sit in our 

judicatories. Every minister who has taken our 
Book,—-not “for substance of doctrine,”—but sin- 
‘cerely and fully, isa duly qualified minister, and 
‘may sit in the General Assembly. I believe, that 
we may reach errorists another way than by these 
arabe Every man, who is not a sound Pres- 
| — ought to go out from us, or to be turned 


_He did not know, that any of the doctrines spe- 
cified in the list presented by the Committee on the 
- Memorial, existed in the Church: and until it was 
proved, that the ministers who were to be exclud- 
ed really did hold these or similar errors, they must 
be alowed all their constitutional rights. 

A few words as to cgmmon fame. I am incredu- 
Jous as to the existence of any common fame. But, 
I am asked, “ What, haye yon not yet read the re- 

Ines | ne, and if says, that 

of matic, inthe individual raising 


t was rendered incumbent on the 


tween old-school men and | grea 


a general ruinour, invalidates it. {t is not common 
fame at all. A man may get the control of a reli- 
gious paper, and use it for the purpose of attacking 
the character of ministers, and then call this com- 
mon fame. But this is nothing but common fame 
against the propagator. Such men ought to be 
censured for publishing such a dreadful common 
fame. Before we go forward in this business, let 
us see who common fame is, and what it says. 

There is but a paltry gain, as three years will 
show, to be made by pursuing the plan of these re- 
solutions. Let us not, for such an end, incur the 
t expense, which it involves. 

There was then a call for the previous question, 
which was agreed to; the main question was then 
put, and the ayes and noes being called, the ques- 
tion was Carried in the affirmative, as follows: 

Yeas—Platt, Leggett, J. R. Johnston, R. J. 
Crawford, Wilkin, Frame, Owen, Edwards, Stur- 
ges, Goldsmith, Potts, S. Boyd, Lenox, Murray, 
McDowell, Ogilvie, Dr. A. Alexander, Yeomans, 
W. Wilson, Woodhull, Junkin, Lowe, King, J. 
Wilson, Dorrance, Harris, Green, Latta, Fahne- 
stock, Symington, Cuyler, Darrach, Davie, Hamil- 
ton, Penny, Breckinridge, Hickson, M. B. Patter- 
son, Creigh, McKeehan, Fullertan, Williamson, 
Long, J. H. Grier, J. B. Boyd, Hughes, Cook, An- 
nin, Ewing, Slagle, Baird, Kiddoo, Gladden, J. W. 
Johnston, Lowrie, Mitchel, Hannah, Stratton, 
Adair, Tait, McCrackin, Van Deman, W.. Patter- 
sin, S. Wilson, R. Miller, Beer, McCombs, Tor- 
rance, Turner, Crane, Osbourn, Golladay, James 
Coe, Marquis, H. Patton, M. J. Smith, Blythe, 
Marshall, McKennan, Stafford, J. H. Rice, W. K. 
Stewart, Bailey, Hopkins, C. S. Todd, C. Stuart, 
Irwin, A. Todd, Hendren, Morrison, Moore, J. 
Alexander, W. H. Foote, Baxter, Hart, Anderson, 
Plumer, Dunn, Graham, Caruthers, McQueen, 
Potter, Pharr, Andrews, Watts, Dr. Brown, Con- 
key, Galbraith, Patton, Sloss, Leatch, Hodge, J. 
Greer, Ross, Simpson, J. Witherspoon, Coit, Le- 
land, Pratt, Howard, Goulding, J. S. Witherspoon, 
Morgan, D. Johnson, Van Court, Banks, J. Sinylie, 
N. Smylie—128. | 

Nays—C, Cutler, Southworth, Holt, Burnap, 
Beman, Hayden, Wickware, Rand, Wood, Gris- 
wold, Macgoffin, Porter, Cone, Sayre, Whittlesey, 
Savage, M. Smith, Hunt, Stow, Pettibone, Loss. 
Doubleday, T’. Williams, Lockhead, Hay, Lowns- 
bury, Ray, Bronson, Gridley, McCullough, Thatch- 
er, Hollister, Walbridge, Rowland, West, J. J. 
Foot, Delavan, Shipherd, Gregory, Spaulding, Ben- 
jamin, Stevens, Shaw, Brewster, Harmon, ‘l'racy, 
Richardson, Bush, Mack, Hovey, Stillman, Pres- 
ton, May, Ostrom, R. Campbell, McAuley, Aik- 
man, Peters, N. E. Johnson, Gibson, Schenck, Bur- 
net, Seymour, Woodruff, A. Miller, Jessup, Grant, 
Dutiield, A. White, Hall, Gilbert, Faris, A. Camp- 
bell, Martin, Saunders, Fuller, Seward, D. Wil- 
liams, Nutting, Barber, James Boyd, Woodbury, 
J. J. Rice, H. Brown, Breck, H. Kingsbury, Noyes, 
Cleveland, R. Stuart, Warriner, Wead, Reed, Ro- 
berts, E. Cutler, Dolbear, Dickinson, Bushnell, 
Tichenor, Phillips, Bradley, J. Crawford, Carna- 
han, Ayres, Whitney, Clark, E. Kingsbury, Gould, 
Graves, Chamberlain, Wisner, Hays, Cleland, T. 
P. Smith, Mines, Gideon, John Miller, Painter, T-. 
Brown, McCorkle, McSween, Cunningham, E. 
W hite—122. 

Mr. Breckinridge then gave notice that he would 
bring ina resolution to-morrow morning, on the 
subject of a voluntary division of the Church. 

Adjourned. - 


- Saturday Morning, May 27 
The following persons were appointed on the 
committee proposed to be raised on the resolutions 
passed on Friday, viz; Dr. Cuyler, Mr. Breckin- 
ridge, Dr. Baxter, Mr. Baird, and Mr. McKennan. 


Mr. Breckinripce agreeably to notice given 
yesterday, made the following motion. 

Resolved, That a Committee of ten members, of 
whoin an equal number shall be from the majority 
and minority on the vote on the resolutions just 
passed, shall be appointed to consider and report a 
plan, if they can agree on one for some voluntary 
separation of the Orthodox and New-school por- 
tions, commonly so called, of the Presbyterian 
Church. 

A motion was then made to amend, and the re- 
solution was adopted in the following form, viz: 
Resolved, That a Committee of ten members, of 
whom an equal number shall be from the majority 
and minority, on the vote on the resolutions just 
passed, be appointed on the state of the Church. 
The Committee mutually appointed and ap- 
proved by the Assembly were the following, viz: 
Messrs. Breckinridge, Alexander, Cuyler, Wither- 
spoon and Ewing; and McAuley, Beman, Peters, 
Dickinson and Jessup. 

Prayer was then offered by the Assembly in be- 
halt of the Comunittee and the object of their ap- 
pointment. 

That part of the report of the committee on the 
Memorial which relates to reform, being taken up, 
Dr. Cuyler moved the following resolutions : viz. 

Whereas, It has been declared by this General As- 

sembly that the plan of union adopted in 1801 is un- 
constitutional, and it has been abrogated. And where- 
as the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States supposes all the Churches under its care 
to be organized according to its provisions. ‘I‘hercfure, 
although we entertain a very high respect and paternal 
regard for the churches and brethren of the Congre- 
gational order, and sliall rejoice to maintain with them 
Christian communion and brotherly intercourse, and 
shall always desire and pray that every blessing may 
be multiplied unto them from the great Head of the 
Church, 
Resolved, That no church which is not duly orga- 
nized according to the provisions of our Constitution, 
shall henceforth form a constitutional part of any 
of our Presbyterics, or be represented in any of our 
judicatories, unless they shall conform to our constita- 
tion, when they shall be cheerfully received. 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the above resolution shall be fully 
carried into effect before the Presbyterics shall respec- 
tively clect their Commissioners to the next General 
Asseinbly. 

Resolved, That it be affectionately recommended to 

the Churches which have been united with this body 
in pursuance of the plan of union, and retain a Con. 
gregational organization, if they shall elect still to re- 
tain such organization, then to forin themselves into 
associations, or connect themselves with associations 
already formed. 
Resolved, ‘That it be enjoined on all the Presbytcries 
under the care of this General Assembly, to inquire at 
their first meeting after the rising of this Assembly, 
whether all the Ministers and Ruling Elders belonging 
to them, have respectiveiy taken upon themselves the 
obligations contained in chapter [5th, section 12, sub- 
section 2d, 3d; chapter 13ih, section 4th, sub-sections 
2d, 3d of the Form of Church Government. And if they 
shall ascertain that they have not, the Presbytery shail 
require them todo sn. And if they refuse or fail to 
conform to the requisition, if a minister, he shall 
thenceforth cease to be a member of Presbytery, and 
ifa ruling elder, he shall cease from the exercise of 
his office. 

Resolved, That it be enjoined on the Synod and 
Presbyterics, that they sce to it that the last resolution 
be carried into effect without delay. 

Resolved, ‘That no minister under the care of this 
Assembly shall hold the pustoral office in a church of 
another denomination. And if any minister shall 
act as the stated supply of such church, he shall not 
be eligible as a Commissioner to the Gencral Assem- 
bly, nor be entitled to vote for Commissioners. Foreign 
Missionaries shall be exempted trom the opcration of 
this rule, until they are dismissed, and united with 
— ecciesiastical organization in the missionary 

eld. 

Resolved, That it be enjoined on all the Presbyteries 
to examinine all Ministers and Licentiates, uniting 
with them from other denominations, and to require of 
them in the form of the book a full assent to the 
questions which are directed to be asked, of the former 
ut his ordination, and of the latter at his licensure, re- 
lating to the Confession of Faith and Church Govern. 
ment, 

After some remarks on the first resolution, the 
Assembly adjourned until Monday. 


Monday Morning, May 29. 

. This day was spent in attending to ordinary bu- 
siness, the Assembly having by consent waived 
the consideration of all subjects relating to the 
reform of the Church, to give time to the commit- 
tee of ten to confer on the subject of a voluntary 
separation. 

‘Tuesday Morning, May 30. 
hice of ten on the State of the Church 
re on their respective si hese reports 
will be given hereafter.) -The of 
reports respectively was, that the committee could 


ee on a division which 


to overture the subject to the Presbyteries. The 
reports being accepted, it was moved that the com- 
mittee be discharged, and that the whole subject 
be indefinitely postponed. On this motion, | 


| Mr. Jessup, rose to oppose the postponement; 
for, said he, it has been repeatedly affirmed that 
the Church is looking for a division, and he be- 
lieved that the reports should be discussed b 
the Assembly. He did not believe that the Churc 
was expecting the adoption of unconstitutional 
measures in relation to this subject. and that such 
measures, instead of being sanctioned by it, would 
meet its indignant frown. It should be recollected, 
that brethren who were not here, looked at this 
snbject coolly; that after we had passed out of the 
limits of certain inflamed districts, there was 
ce; and hence, that men neither in nor out of 
the Church, however they were looking for divi- 
sion, were not expecting measures which should 
gu to breaking down the Constitution. We were 
now called on to consider, not in an underhanded, 
but in a open manner, the proposition for division. 
The time was, when he did sup that he who | 
could entertain a proposition of this kind was a 
traitor to the cause; but his opinion had changed, 
and he now believed that division might be justi- 
fied, on the ground that there had been a mutual 
loss of confidence among brethren. We had bet- 
ter divide into two parts, and the plan which had 
come from his side of the committee prepared the 
way for a fair, just, and equitable division. But 
what is the proposition from the other side? it was 
for an immediate division into two Assembly’s, and 
that every man on this floor should rise up and say, 
[ belong to this Assembly, or I belong to that; it is 
to sever on the spot; and to this many brethren 
cannot consent; it would be an outrage on the 
Presbyteries; it would be a disorderly breaking, 
and it would, in fact, have no binding effect. 
Some Presbyteries would say, we never authorized 
this, and we will not agree, and they would send 
up their commissioners to the next Assembly to 
say so. The influence of our action would not be 
sent out to the Presbyteries; we were not fur- 
nished with a right of committal; Presbyteries 
differed in opinion on the subject; and if any com- 
missioners were instructed not to favour division, 
they would be answerable to their Presbyterics. 
He would urge the Assembly to consider and com- 
pare these plans. ‘The one would promote dis- 
order, the other would urge the Presbyteries, in a 
definitive form, to erect two Churches. He had 
not supposed that any other than an equal division 
was expected, as the parties were equally divided, 
and for this the only way was to consult the foun- 
tain of power. The Presbyteries could say whe- 
ther there should be a new organization,— whe- 


rican Presbyterian Church; they alone could adopt 
a constitutional rule on the subject. Since then a 
division is looked for, how can we dismiss the sub- 
ject, and refuse to consider the subject. Brother 
Breckinridge had advanced the position, that our 
situation would justify us in raising ourselves 
above the constitution; but he thought, that any 
one who could entertain such a position should go 
out of the Church, as he certainly would, if he felt 
so. He never could transgress the constitution 
which he had sincerely embraced, for the purpose 
of accomplishing a supposed yood. He would ob- 
ject to any course, not warranted by the constitu- 
tion. Would the brethren on the other side falter, 
after all they had said on this subject? It is due 
to the Church, that we should unitedly look at the’ 
subject. 


Mr. Brecxinrivce. He was sorry that this dis- 
cussion should take place at this stage of the busi- 
ness. Let us Jook at the present state of the ques- 
tion. On last Saturday, after nearly ten days of 
discussion and consultation, in compliance with an 
offer from a leading man on the other side, (Dr. 
Peters,) this committee was raised on the subject | 
of separation; we have meditated on the subject; 
we have spent the whole of Monday in endeavour- 
ing to mature a plan; our committee embraces al] 
the views of the house, from the highest to the 
lowest orthodoxy ; and we have at length reported 
that we cannot agree. How perfectly futile is it 
then, to expect this flouse to agree? Our differ. 
ences of opinion are fundamental, and it is morally 
certain, that we cannot agree. If you will ex- 
amine the report on both sides, you will see that 
the committee differ, first, on the powers of the 
Assembly. One party insist that you must refer 
the matter to the Presbyteries; the other believes 
that this House have all the requisite power to dis- 
pose of the matter. If there were no other point 
of difference, this would be sufficient to put a stop 
to the discussion. Jn a voluntary separation (the 
one contemplated), it is clear, that the parties must 
agree; you cannot force any one into a voluntary 
action; he had heard of a practice of whipping 
children to make them repent, but in this case, 
nothing could be done without universal consent. 
Here then, we are wide as the poles apart, on the 
fundamental question of the powers of the Assem- 
bly. We believe, that the constitution gives us 
power to put an end to disputatious contentions 
either by voluntary separation or by discipline. We 
differ also, on the subject of succession in the Gen- 
eral Assembly. We believe, that the majority 
should hold the corporate powers, and continue to 
be the General Assembly. But the proposition on 
the other side, is based on the supposition that this 
body is to be killed, that out of its ashes two new 
bodies may be raised—we are to begin our new and 
separate existence by killing our common parent ! 
He could never agree to this; the General Assem- 
bly must be uninterrupted, and the minority must 
constitute a new body. ‘There did not seem to be 
much difference about the name, records, or insti- 
tutions, as it was agreed, that the original body 
should keep them. There was a difficulty about 
the transfer of property, as to alienate it, would be 
to forfeit it. In sending the subject to the Presby- 
teries, there were insuperable difficulties; Pres- 
byteries might stand out and refuse, and nothing 
be accomplished. We should not defer the mat- 
ter; if former Assemblies had been faithful to their 
duty, and exercised their power in discipline, we 
should have had none of our present trouble. He 
had a certain respect for old fashioned Hopkinsian- 
ism, but who does not know, that out of it grew 
Emmonsism, and out of that Taylorism, until the 
reputation of our Church is prostrated; and from 
the prevalence of intolerable excesses, we have 
become a stench in the nostrils of the public. It 
was wisely said, that a mob was most effectually 
suppressed by firing upon them first, ball car- 
tridges, and afterwards blank ones; but here we 
have been for years firing blank cartridges, where- 
as, if we had fifteen years ago ecclesiastically 
killed a few, we would have saved many. Brother 
Jessup has said, that the parties in the Church 
are equal; but he had some statistics which 
would show, that the orthodox in this Assembly 
represented twelve hundred ministers, while the 
other party represented but eight hundred ministers, 
and yet these latter by the evil arrangements of the 
ratio of representation had nearly got the power 
into their hands. [Here Mr. Breckinridge went 
into details, furnishing some striking facts in proof 
that some of the small Synods of the New-school 
had more representatives in the Assembly, than or- 
thodox Synods of nearly twice the size.] If the 
subject was referred to the Presbyteries there 
would be no safety. The Synods could split them- 
selves into Presbyteries of three ministers each; 
the Western Reserve, which was under no neces- 
sity from the nature of the country, had thus di- 
vided itself for no other purpose than to obtain 
power; now let a year intervene and it will be a 
year of contentions; it will bring up here an As- 
sembly of unparalleled size; and it will put the or- 
thodox into an unparalleled minority ; because Old- 
echool men cannot condescend to do certain things 
to counteract such results. Suppose a case; it is 
not now asserted that such a case exists, but sup- 
pose eight hundred ministers, under the influence 
of a man who has 100,000 dollars in his pocket and 
with as loose a conscience as can well be imagined, 
pleading for time to accomplish a certain object, 
and what could we compare it to, but to a wolf 
with a sheep under his fangs, praying for time to 
make victims of the whole flock The plea is pre- 
posterous. If these brethren will go in peace let 
them go; we will give them every facility; we 
will giye them what funds can be given according 
to an jmpartial qarbitrament; and we will say go in 

t might subserve the cause that the 


ther there should be a Presbyterian and an Ame- | 


go. But if they will not, then we will use our best 
exertions to e this Assembly to cut off as 
many of them as will be neéessary for securing in 
the hands of the friends of the Church the power to 
defend it, and in such a way as that it can never 
change hands. 

It was then moved to lay the whole of this sub- 
ject on the table ; which was done without debate, 

y ayes and noes as follows, ayes 1389—nays 107. 


The Rev. Mr. Puumer then offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was decided in the affirma- 
tive just as our paper was going to press. Yeas, 
130—Nays 103. 

Resolved, That by the abrogation of the Plan of 
Union, of 1801, the Synod of the Western Reserve is, 
and is hereby declared to be no longer a part of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States. 


For the Presbytcrian. 


REVIEW OF DR. BEECHER’S STATEMENT OF 
FACTS. 


In the number of the PHiLaDELPHIA 
VER, there isa long article, taken from the Cincin- 
nati Journal and Luminary, entitled Dr. Bercuer’s 
StaTemMentT oF Facrs. ‘The remarks preliminary 
to this publication in the OssERver,. which are 
signed B. do not need any reply. Dr. Beecher’s 
communication itself, however, does deserve notice, 
and we presume will receive it in due season from 
the proper quarters. As Dr. J. L. Wilson, Dr. 
Hodge, the Professors at East Windsor, and the 
Princeton Review, are all arraigned as guilty of 
very serious offences, it is probable that some of 
these parties, at least, may see cause to answer for 
themselves. It is not the intention of the present 
writer to do it for them. His object is merely to 
make a few remarks on some of the singular posi- 
tions assumed by Dr. Beecher. 

Dr. Beecher is a public man; he is a public 
teacher of theology in a Presbyterian Seminary ; 
he isa copious theological writer; he is a promi- 
nent and ardeut leader of a theological party; he 
therefore, has no reason to expect that his publish- 
ed opinions are to pass unexamined, or that his pub- 
lic measures can escape scrutiny. It is altogether 
out of place, therefore, that he should complain as 
of some grievous wrong, when those who conscien- 
tiously differ from him, undertake to examine his 
correctness or consistency. His expostulations 
against conspiracies and combinations to break 
down his character, against extra-judicial trials, 
mobocracy, and Lynch law; against compacts be- 
tween theological seminaries; dangerous to free 
discussion, and the safety of civil and religious 
rights, are surely very extraordinary, when the 
simple facts in the case are kept in view. 

There is a great theological controversy going on 
in our country, agitating and dividing both the 
New England and Presbyterian Churches. Dr. 
Beecher has taken a conspicuous part in this con- 
troversy. The simple question, as it regards him, 
is, to which side does he belong? Is he the advo- 
cate, or the opponent of the New Haven Divinity? 
In one view, it is strange that this point should be 
a matter of doubt; but in another, considering the 
ground he has given to both sides to claim him, it 
is not wonderful that his real position should be 
made a matter of public discussion. On the one 
hand, from his publications, from his preaching, 
from his frequent declarations of opinion, from his 
known associati ns, from his conspicuous patron- 
age of New Haven men, it was very generally ta- 
ken for granted, before his removal to the West, 
that he was the decided and ardent supporter of the 
New Divinity. But, on the other hand, his decla- 
rations on his trial, his professions in his Views in 
Theology, his public sermons at Pittsburgh, all 
seemed to be on the opposite side. No sooner, 
however, was the General Assembly of 1536 dis- 
solved, than the Dr’s. influence, according to all 
reports, was again found in favour of New Haven- 
ism. Under these circumstances, it was nothing 
more than a matter of duty; on the part of our New 
England brethren, to give a fair history of the rise 
and progress of the New Divinity, and uo less the 
duty of the friends of truth in the Presbyterian 
Church, to compare Dr. Beecher’s acknowledged 
publications with each other, and to show that he 
had been so inconsistent in his doctrinal statements, 
that it could not be safely assumed from the gene- 
ral orthodoxy of his Defence, that he was the trust- 
worthy friend of the standards of the Church to 
which he now belongs. He says, he has not chang- 
ed his opinions, and he asserts his consistent at- 
tachment to our Confession of Faith. Is it wrong 
then, to examine what his opinions are, that we 
may judge of the valne of this attachment; or as- 
certain what views he thinks consistent with a pro- 
fession of agreement with our doctrinal standards? 
This is all, at least, far as the Princeton Review 
is concerned, that has been attempted or desired. 
Dr. Beecher published a book containing his Views 
in Theology. His book when it first appeared, was 
left unnoticed by that Review, because, though it 
was seen to contain mucii Joose reasoning, and 
much false and dangerous philosophy, yet on the 
great points of depravity and original sin, it was 
entirely orthodox. But, when it was found that 
while Dr. Beecher’s nominal influence was on the 
side of orthodoxy, his real influence was all the 
other way, it was seen to be proper to expose the 
inconsistency which had marked his course. It was 
not to be submitted to, without remonstrance, that 
the plain, palpable, undeniable renunciation, ridi- 
cule and denunciation of the doctrines of our 
standards which Dr. Beecher had at various times 
published, should all receive the seal of orthodoxy, 
because their author had seen tit to publish a book 
which contained orthodox opinions. In short, it 
was proper that Dr. Beecher’s true position should 
be ascertained. And now that it is ascertained, 
we do not wonder that he feels chagrined. But 
he has little reason to feel aggrieved. 
allowance ought to be made for a man in Dr. Bee- 
cher’s situation, but it is evident that his feelings 
and imaginations are very unduly excited, when 
he sees in a simple and candid review of his book, 
an extra-judicial trial, an appeal from regular courts 
to the people, and all the horrors of mobocracy and 
Lynch law. He does “not question the right of 
these reviewers to criticise the literary and theo- 
logical merits of published opinions.” 
precisely what they have done, and all that they 
have done. But the Dr. sees in it, a review of the 
evidence adduced against him on his several trials, 
and an overruling of the decisions of the judicato- 
ries of the Church. He complains of their bring- 
ing out new testimony after the decision of the 
case. ‘There would be some shadow of justice in 


these reproachcs, if the Review had appeared in | 


the interval between his acquittal before the Sy- 
nod and his trial before the Assembly. The Re- 
viewers in question, however, conscientiously ab- 
stained from saying a word respecting Dr. Beech- 
er’s Opinions, though possessed of all the facts dis- 
closed in their Review, as long as he was under 
process. Nor would they have interfered in their 
character of Reviewers at all, if Dr. Beecher had 
rested satisfied with his acquittal, and abided by his 
professions of orthodoxy. But when they saw that 
he was as inconsistent as ever; that as he had pro- 
fessed the New Divinity before he professed ortho- 
doxy, so he was professing the former after having 
professed the latter, they thought it was their dut 
to show that such professions were of little account 
either way; that Dr. Beecher was not a theolo- 
gian, and that therefore the influence fairly hisdue 
on the score of eloquence and popular talents, 
should not be transferred as a great weight on the 
side of error. If the Reviewers have misunder- 
stood Dr. Beecher, if they have misrepresented his 
opinions, let it be made to appear, and they willdo 
him ample justice. But it is not worth his while 
to quarrel with facts. There stands his formal de- 
nial of the doctrine of original sin as held by the 
Réformers and President Edwards, in the Spirit of 
the Pilgrims; and there stands his formal profes- 
sion of faith in the same form of the doctrine, in his 
Views of Theology. What is written cannot be 
unwritten. 

Dr. Beecher seems to think that this Review 
and other publications relating to his opinions, ap- 
pearing about the time the General Assembly was 
to meet, is very ominous. But why so? What 
possible relation can the discussion of his doctrinal 
views have to the doings of the Assembly? He is 
not to be tried before that body. Its members are 
to act in reference He has 

owed his imagination to magnify his own per- 
sonal standing, in the view of the public, as a con- 


peace. 
should not thus be permitted to go, and exert their 


‘sistent orthodox theologian, til] it seems identical 
with that of the whole party with which he is con- 


Every | 


Yet this is | 


nected. Now we presume that not a vote will be al- 


tered, nor a measure modified by all that the Prince- | 


ton Reviewers, the East Windsor Professors and 
others have said, nor by any thing Dr. Beecher can 
say in reply. The consistency of his published 
opinions is a matter entirely apart from the doings 
of the General Assembly, and the fate of the 
Church. 

As to the conspiracy between the Theological 
Seminaries to convict him of inconsistency, it sure- 


ly cannot need a denial. Yet he is alarmed for 
the civil and religious rights of the nation, on ac- 
count of this supposed compact. We believe the | 
public to be very credulous, very prone to sympa- 
thize with the suffering, very jealous about rights, | 
very open toimpression from the cry of persecution 
and oppression, but we do not believe they can be 
alarmed by a Review of Dr. Beecher’s theology, 
nor be made to see a conspiracy — liberty in 
a history of his various changes. . Beecher has 
presented a strange issue before the public. fither 
Dr. Tyler, Mr. Nettleton, Dr. Hodge, Dr. Wilson, 
end the Princeton Reviewers must be very bad men, 
or he must be a very inconsistent theologian. He 
seems inclined to take the former member of the 
alternative, and says, “If these, my brethren, are 
the children of , an hour is coming when they 
will bewail the evils they have done, and their re- 
ntance and confession will find forgiveness in 
eaven. But multitudes who should have been 
guided by the light they are appointed to shed on 
the earth, will know their sin and shame, aud 
never know the repentance which will secure for 
them the efficacy of atoning blood, till the fatal in- 
fluence on themselves shall be revealed at the 
judgment day.” This is certainly very serious 
language to use towardsa number of men for mere- 
ly placing one set of Dr. Beecher’s doctrinal state- 
ment in juxtaposition with another. Whether 
they can be made sensible of “their sin and 
shame” in this business, we do not know ; convic- 
tion, however, must precede repentance. The 
‘Princeton Reviewers must wait Dr. Beecher’s 
promised reply. If convinced, we hope they will 
repent. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 


The thirteenth anniversary of the American Sun- 
day School Society, was held on ‘Tuesday afternoon, 
May 23d, in the Church on Washington square. At 
four o’clock the chair was taken by the honourable 
President of the society, Alexander Henry, Esq., 
who for so great a length of time has so ably and 
satisfactorily presided over its interests. Prayer was 
made by the Rev. Dr. Ludlow, President of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, and some excellent singing 
listened to with evident gratification, from a full 
choir, composed principally, if not altogether, of the 
scholars attached to the Sunday School. After 
which the Treasurer, Paul Beck, Jr. Esq., read his 
report, in which an exposition of the financial affairs 
of the society for the past year, was made in the full 
and Jucid manner, that has al ways distinguished this 
gentleman’s management of his responsible duties. 
Several resolutions in the course of the afternoon 
were presented, with reference to the further ad- 
vancement of the great cause of Sabbath School in- 
struction, supported in speeches distinguished by 
great zeal and eloquence, from gentlemen ofdifferent 
religious denominations. The report of the genera} 
operations of the society since the last yes rg 
was read at length by one of the Secretaries. It 
presented an encouraging view of the prosperous 
condition of the Society and its numerous branches, 
and the great attention manifested by the audience 
showed that the report was one of deep and absorb- 
ing interest to them, as we have no doubt it. will 
be gratifying to the friends of the cause whenever 
it shall be published. As one evidence of the great 
success which has attended the Sunday School ef- 
forts for the past year, it was observed that five 
hundred schools, numbering probably fifteen thou- 
sand scholars, had been added throughout the Union 
during that period.— U. S. Gazette. 


DOMESTIC IN'TELLIGENCE. 


New Route—A new and expeditious route to the 
South, long contemplated, is about to be opened, via 
Norfolk, (Virg.) and Wilmington, (N.C.) The Boston 
left Charleston, (S. C.) on the 19th, and arrived at 
Wilmington in sizteen hours. There it is proposed to 
take the railroad as soon as completed to Raleigh, and 
thence to Portsmouth (opposite Norfolk), from whence 
in two days, by the Chesapeake Bay, we are landed in 
New York. ‘Tbuse who dislike the horrors of sea 
sickness, will go this route—WN. Y. Star. 


Treasury Circular—Mr. Secretary Woodbury has 
addressed a circular to the cashiers of the suspending 
banks, asking an explanation of the causes, &c. and 
notifying them that no farther deposites of the public 
money can be made with them, if they have actually 
‘suspended. The Secretary informs them that he will 
draw out the funds deposited with them, by warrants 
and transfers, reasonable in amount and time of pay 
ment—which it is expected that the banks will meet 
in a satisfactory manucr, among other reasons, “ to ex- 
overate themselves from injurious, inevitable, and un- 
pleasant consequences.” ‘I'he following querics are 
propounded for early answers. 

Ist. Whether you expect to resume specie pay- 
ments soon, and what mode you propose to take fully 
and seasonably to indemnify, secure, and satisfy the 
yovernment and the public creditors for any breach of 
your agrcement and bond? 

2d. Whether, if you do not expect to resume specie 
payments soon, any particular time for it hereafter has 
been yet decided on, and what special efforts or ur- 
rangements you intend to make for that very important 
object ? 

Shocking Calamity—We are paincd to learn from 
the Worcester, (Wayne county, Ohio,) Journal, that a 
most distressing fire and loss of lives occurred in that 
county on the night of the 30th April. ‘The house be- 
longing to Mr. Batchel was consumed: by fire, and 
shocking to relate, four of his children, the eldest a 
daughter about ten years of age, perished in the 
‘flames. The fire is supposed to have originated froin 
a fracture in the chimney.— W. Svar. 

Michigan—The Legislature of Michigan has passed 
an uct to tax the lands of non-resident, as well as resi- 
dent proprietors. One of the provisions is, that in all 
assessments for taxation of land actually used and 
occupied for farming purposes, all improvements for 
less value than five hundred dollars, and buildings 
erected thercon under the value of two hundred and 
fifty dollars, shall be exempt from the assessment 
list and from taxation. No lands shall be assessed 
a} a less sum than three dollars per acre. 


A Crash—The Paterson Intelligencer mentions that 
the new bridge across the Passaic, a few rods above 
the falls, fell down witu a tremendous crash, on ‘Tues- 
day evening of last week. It had been gradually set- 
tiling in the centre for some time past, and there being 


nothing under it tu give it support, it tell from its own 
weight. 


Fire in the Woods—Therc has been a heavy fire in 
the woods near Charlestown, Indiana, and great quan- 
tities of timber have been destroyed. Mr. Coon, of 

Owen Township, lost 500 dollars worth of rails; and a 

| beautiful little girl, aged seven, daughter of Mr. Com. 

stock, one of the settlers, were burnt to death. She 

| was senton an crrand, and Jost in the woods at dusk. 
Her body was found nearly half consumed. 


Counterfeits—Coun‘erfcit notes on the Farmers’ 
Bank of Keading, Pa., of the denomination of jive dol- 
lars, have receutly been put in circulation. ‘Those 
which have been offered are of the following descrip- 


Y | tion: letter D. payable to G. Smirn, dated January |, 


1833; engraved very coarse. ‘This is the first counter- 
feit ever attempted upon this Bank. 


Flo:ida—The Mobile Register of May 20, says that 
there are reported to be between two and three hun- 
dred fugitive Indians in Washington and Walton 
counties, Florida, who give much uneasiness. Gov. 
Call has ordered out Col. Jackson Morton, to raise ad- 
ditional forces {rom those counties, and from Frambia, 
and to rendezvous at Hallett’s landing. On the 7th 
inst. 20,000 rations were sent thither from Pensacola. 
There was a fight on Gum Creek, about twenty miles 
from Alachua, between a party of Alabama troops and 
a large body of Indians. ‘The number of the latter 
was 160, of whom 16 were killed and 2 made priso- 
ners. The Florida militia had not arived. 

Harrisburg Rail Road.—The Harrisburg Keystone 
of Tuesday says: “ Yesterday the Harrisburg and 
Lancaster Rail Road was opencd from Middletown to 
the tunncl, which leaves but two miles and a half to 
be passed over in stages between this place and Phila- 
delphia. ‘This will shorten the trip more than an hour, 
besides rendering it much more agreeable than here- 
tofore.” 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 
FROM MEXICO. 
The ship Ann Eliza arrived at New York on Sa- 
turday last from Vera Cruz, brings papers from the 
city of Mexico, to the 27th April from Vera Cruz to 


ot the government to consider the 


the Ist, and letters to the 2d inst, the day om which 
she sailed. The Ann Eliz:, it appears, was to.have 


sailed on the 27:h or 28th of the img month, but 
the news of the capture of the elena tela of War, 
General! Urrea, by the U. S. of War Natchez, hav- 


ing been received at Vera Cruz, she was detained by 
order of Gen. Victoria, commanding officer there, her 
captain and mate taken from their vessel and @ guard 
of soldiers placed on board of her. however, 
were ee from the city of Mexico, to 
rclease the Ann Eliza, and to allew all Americay ves- 
sels to enter and depart as usual, it being the mtention 
of the Gen. 
Urrea, as the act of an individual officer, for which the 


' nation under whose flag he sailed, was not to. be made 


responsible, until the Government had approved his 
conduct. As the Mexican vessel has sinee been given 
up by Commodore Dallas, we infer that there is no 
danger of any act of hostility being committed towards. 
our flag by the Mexicans, in consequence of her tem- 
porary capture. : 
The Texan armed schooner Independence, having 
on board Mr Wharton, late aunbassador frem ‘Fezas to 
the United States, had been captured and carried into 
Vera Cruz, after a long combat with two Mexican ar- 
med vessels. | | 

A decree for the abolition of slavery was published 
on the 5th of April. The claims on account of which 
the French Admiral visited Mexico, had been adjusted 
to his satisfuction, and his squadron was to sail imme- 
diately for the West Indies. 
‘'he British minister, Mr-Packenham, was to leave 
Vera Cruz for home on the 3d of May. The Englisls: 
packet on board of whieh he had taken passage, was 
expected tocarry nearly a million of dollars ia silver. 
‘The present aspect ot matters between us and 
ico are rather pacifie than otherwise. 


OBITUARY. 


[COMMUNICATED. } ey 


Diep, on Monday, May 22d, at the residence of her 
father, in Schenectady, N. Y. aged twenty-six years an 
seven months, Mrs. Janz Assort, wife of Mr. Caleb 
Abbott, graduate of Union College and candidate for 
the Gospel ministry. Mrs. Abbott was bern om the 
12th October, 1810. She was the elder of two daugh- 
ters. She enjoyed in early life the inestimable advan- 
tage of religious education. Early in life she dis- 
covered great seriousness of mind. As one ef the ad- 
vantages of a proper education, she entertained pecu- 
liar sentiments of respect for her parents—asa sister 
she was faithful in her affection, which will leng be 
remembered by those who fondly reciproca at 
while she was living. In the year 1827 she made a 
profession of religion, and conneeted herself with the 
Presbyterian Church in Pearl street New York, then 
under the pastoral care of the Rev. Walter Monteith ; 
since which time it may be truly said that her convef- 
sation was such as became the pel of Christ, which. 
she hud professed—and although departed in the 
morning of her life, she lived so as to leave to her 
fricnds evidence—affording unspeakable satisfaction 
that her “ Life was hid with Chrjet in God.” It can 
be said in truth of her, that she 
would permit, en d in doing x emp 
her talents which mere of a high order, and her salu- 
tary influence in the Sabbath School—she duly ap- 
preciated the privilege and deeply realized the re- 
sponsibility she had assumed whenever she mct her 
class for instruction on the holy day—as an evidence 
of her fondness for this and other similar duties 
that devolved upon her in the situation which she 
occupied, was her punctuality in attendance. She 
never sought to display but rather to benefit by her 
talents, those most in need and too frequently most 
neglected. In the autumn of 1833, in the month 
of October, she was married to Mr. Abbott. Since 
which time she never desired to consider herself ex- 
cused from those duties, in the discharge of which she 
had experienced so much pleasure and profit. On the 
25th of July she gave birth to a son, since which time 
she has continued in feeble health, consequently able 
but toa very limited extent to engage in werks 
charity. For some months previous to her dissolution, 
she was detained from the house of God on the Sab- 
bath, where she never failed to occupy her place when 
in health, and from which she was not detained by the 
inclemency of the weather. She loved life as she loved 
to employ it indoing good. She was naturally timid, 
and when in the enjoyment of health would converse 
about dying with her usual modesty, and frankly con- 
fessed that she did not experience those feelings o€ 
which some would speak, who appeared to realize but 
little uf the solemnity of dying, and appearing before 
the Righteous Judge of all the earth. She once rec. 
inarked in a conversation, that God would enable her 
to be reconciled when the hour of her trial come. As 
she hoped so it was. He whom she had so faithfully 
served did not forsake her. She was asked if on any ac- 
count she would abandon her hope in Christ—she re- 
plied, “No!” Many questions were asked her re- 
specting the preciousness of the Saviour, and his wil- 
lingness to be her friend and support in this extremity, 
to all which she gave satisfactory answers, and died 
without a struggle, only as she gasped for breath in the 
full possession of reason. In her loss all who knew 
ber will mourn—but to him who knew her worth as a 
companion, her loss is irreparable— but to this severe 
dispensation of Providence he would bow, knowing 
that the Judge of all the earth will do no other than 
right. Cheered in this hour of darkness with the full 
belief that his loss is her inconceivable gain, and that 
she in her departure has gone “ Where the wicked 
cease from troubling and where the weary are at 
rest.” 

The funeral was attended by a large collection of 
friends who knew her worth and mourned her loss. 
‘lhe exercises were conducted by the Rev. Dr. Nott, in 
a solemn and impressive manner.. 


Diep, at Bennettsville, Marlborough District, South 
Carolina, on the 13th May, 1837, Diana, daughter of the 
Rev. Arcuisatp and Jutia Ann McQuesn, aged two 
years andeight months. In the death of this moet in- 
teresting child the parents and friends have to deplore 
the loss of uncommon loveliness and promise, yet are 
they consolent by the circumstances connected with 
the bereavement which afford a firm hope that this 
“ little une” is now in the kingdom of heaven. 

Diep, in Lancaster county, Pa., on Saturday morn- 
ing, May 20th, of Pulmonary Consumption, Miss Exiza 


M. Watson, daughter of the late General Nathaniel 
Watson. 


CHESTER COUNTY BIBLE SOCIETY. 

A mecting of the Chester county Bible Society, will 
be held in the Presbyterian church in West Chester, 
on ‘Thursday evening the 8th of June, next, at 8 
o’clock. A punctual attendance of all who desire the 
prosperity of this Institution is earnestly 


uested. 
M. LATTA. 
Philadelphia May 23, 1837. 


RESBYTERIAN TRACTS.—The Presbyteriar 
‘Tract and Sunday School Society, have just pub- 
lished two additional ‘T'racts, viz. . 
No. XII. A Treatise on Justification by Faith, by 
the Rev. Archibald Alexander, D. D. 
No. XIII. The Nature, Extent, and Results of the 
Atonement, by the Rev. Wm. Symington. 


VOLUME EDITION. 


The Society have also published Tracts No. I. to X. 
inclusive, (with the exception of No. V. which is the 
Shorter Catechism,) in one volume 12mo. 4 

For sale wholesale and retail, at the Tract Deposi- 
tory, South East corner of Seventh and George 
Philadelphia, by WM. S. MARTIEN. 


7ENIIE PRESBYTERIAN PREACHER—Contain- 


the Presbyterian Church, on the Important Doctrines 
of Christianity, presented in a clear and comprehensive 
manner, for instruction and for the Defence of the 
Truth. Edited by the Rev. 8. C. Jennings. Four 
volumes bound in two, octavo. Price $350. 

J. L. WILSON’S PLEA before the Synod of 
Cincinnati in the case of L. Beecher, D. D., with 
the Protest of the minority of the Cincinnati Presby. 
tery; to which is acded remarks on Dr. Beecher’s 
Views in Theology, extracts from reviews, &c. &c. 
The Plea and Protest have never before ap in 
print. The pamphlet contains 120 pages. Price 37} 
cents. Just published and for sale by ’ 

WM. 8. MARTIEN, 
S. E. Corner Seventh & George sts., Philadelphia, 


IBLICAL ANALYSIS.—The Biblical Analysis; 
or, a Topical Arrangement of the Instructions of 
the Holy Scriptares ; adapted to the use of Ministers, 
Sabbath School and Bible Class Teachers, family wor. 
ship, and private meditation. Compiled by J. U. Par. 
sons. Just published and for sale by 
GEO. W. DONOHUE, 
No. 13 South Fourth strect, Philadelphia. 


may 27 


EMOIR OF MRS. LOWRIE.—In Press, and 
will soon be published, a Memoir of Mrs. Louisa 


A. Lowrie, wife of the Rev. John C. Lowrie, Mis. 
sionary to Northern India, compiled from her letters, 


with « handsome Bor. 
> om with a na 
WILLIAM 8. MARTIEN, 


trait. 


S. E. corner of Seventh and George st’s. Philadelphia. 


ing a Series of Sermons by living Miniaters in | 
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VPHE PRESBYTERIAN. 


the Lotidon Satatdey Magazine. 
“DAYS UF THY MOURNING SHALL BE 

th Dh! wosp not for the joys that fade 
evening lights away ;— 
» For hopes, that like the stars decayed, 
Have left thy mortal day ;__ 

And brilliant skies be given ; 
Amd though’on earth the tear may start, 
bliss awaits the holy heart , 
weep not for the friends thet pase 
Into the lonesome grave, | 
swee the withered grass 


thoagh thy pleasures may depart, 

Garkeome days be given; . 

- though on earth thou art, 
. Yet bliss awaits the holy heart, 

step ‘When friends rejoin in heaven. 


US PRAY. 
"BY THE AUTHOR OF THE BREEZE IN THE DESERT. 


_.  iet-us pray! when morn’s first light 
'» Pierceth through the clouds of night, 
While the flowers are yet, 
Ere the twinkling stars are set, 
= Brethe strife stir begin, 
Of this world of woe and sin, 
For a blessing on the day, 
To its Maker—let us pray ! 


Let us pray ! when over heaven 

~ Comes the lovely light of even ; 
When the distant vesper hymn, 
Rising through the twilight dim, 
When the evening wind sweeps by, 
Like an air harp’s melody, 

When the distant sea is gray, 
- At that soft hour—let us pray ! 


Let us pray ! when winter drear 
> Closeth in the vanished year, 
Wraps in snow the lofty hill, 
Chains in Frost the murmuring rill ; 
-» When let loose, the chilling breeze 
_ Bweeps the last leaves from the trees ; 
When the summer flowers decay, 
Looking on them—let us pray ! 


Let us pray! around the hearth, 
Check the voice of childish mirth, 

Ere they go to rest in peace, . 
Bid the infant prattle cease, 4 
Teach the spotless heart to rise 

With its evening sacrifice ; 
While the artless prayer they say, 

-With our children—let us pray ! 


Let us pray $ when slumber flies, 
And the sad tear dims our eyes. 
_ When there is no voice nor sound 
In the midnight stillness round: 
When gloomy fears foreboding start, 
‘oe o’er the mourning heart ; 
For bright Hope’s consoling ray ; 
In that silence—let us pray! 
Let us pray! when at the last 
Wo se sorrow shall have passed ; 
When around our dying bed 
Sighs are breathed and tears are shed ; 
In that hour of awful thought, 
When the things of earth are nought, 
- Ere the spirit flies yb 
For Heaven’s mercy—let us pray ! 


OBITUARY OF THE REV. GEORGE MORRISON. 


Died at his residence Long Green, Baltimore 
County, (Md.) on Wednesday, April 19th, the Rev. 
Gerorce Morarison, aged 40 years, 3 months and A 


days. 

The deceased was born near Whitely Creek, 
‘Delaware, Jan, 15th, 1797. He pursued his classi- 
cal studies under the direction of the Rev. Mr. 
Russel of New-Ark, (Del.)—studied theology with 
Dr. Martin of Chanceford, York Co. Penn., and 
was licensed to preach by the Presbytery of New 
‘Castle in the year 1822. A short time after this, 
the was called to take charge of the Academy 
‘at Bel-Air, Harford Co. (Md.) as Principal and 
Teacher. In this situation he continued until the 
fall of 1824; when in the discharge of his duties 
as a teacher and guardian of the youth committed 
to him, he offended .a vicious youth that had been 
gent to his school from Baltimore. This youth de- 
termined on revenge, armed himself with a pistol, 
and one day as Mr. M. returning from the school 
room td his house had passed, he fired upon him, 
‘the ball entering the back above the hip joint, 
passing through the body, lodged on the opposite 
side within the skin. From this wound he was 
confined for a number of months, during part of 
which time, all hope of his recovery was given up, 
by himself and his physicians. To the surprise of 

he recovered, and removed to Baltimore, where 
he commenced a classical school; here he con- 
tinued for 5 years, and at the end of that period 
removed ‘to g Green, where for the last six 
years he was engaged in teaching, and at which 
‘place he died. 

While at Bel-Air, he was called to preach one 
half of his time to the Presbyterian Church at 
Bethel, Harford Co. Having accepied of their call 
he was ordained over them, and continued to 
preach to them until the beginning of his last 
iliness...{In 1824, he was transferred from the 
Presbytery of New Castle to that of Baltimore, by 
order of Synod.) The distance of this congregation, 
was 12 miles from Bel-Air—24 from Baltimore and 
nine from his residence at Long Green. We may 
judge of his labours as a Minister and Teacher, 
when we remember that he had to travel to and 
from them, always between the intermission of 
his school on Saturday and its opening on 
Monday morning. He usually preached twice 
on the Sabbath. On the alternate Sabbaths 
and during the week, he preached extensively 
through Baltimore and Harford counties. These 
labours were blessed of his Lord dnd Master; 
during this time he collected a congregation, 
and succeeded in erecting a house of worship at 
Wisesburgh, on the turnpike road to York. At his 
residence at Long Green for the last six years he 
preached almost every Sabbath and often once in 
the week; the congregation here increasing, he 
enlarged and fitted up his School Room, for their 
accommodation. The object which he had chiefly 
in view at the laiter place, was to enable the 
children boarding with him, regularly to hear the 
Gospel preached. In all these attempts his labours 
were blessed, not only in the gathering of a people, 
but we haye cause to believe in the bringing of 
sinners.to the Saviour. 

It was in the midst of these labours and pros- 
pects of usefulness, that he was compelled to 
stop, ad lay himself upon a bed of suffering pro- 
tracted through twenty months. From the time of 
his ‘recovery from the wound of the ball, until 
about twenty months back, he was enabled by the 

re of his finger to discover it. At that time 
removed from its former eg and from be- 
ing perceived by the touch of the finger, and about 
the same time he began to suffer most violent pain 
in his bowels. .Not conscious of the ball affecting 
them, and most of the physicians whom he had 
consulted pronounced with great confidence that it 
could not in any way injure him, he attributed it to 
er cause, and with several eminent physicians 
concluded that it was a case of violent dyspeps'a. 
Five or six: months he was troubled with it, and 
__ with all his precaution it continued to increase, 
“until from the intense suffering and debility of his 
system he was compelled to take his bed. To it 
he was confined for five months, the greater part 
of which time, suffering most acute pain. In August 
last he began to improve, and for a few weeks bid 
fair to recover. ‘He rode out several times short 
distances, and on September 18, 1836—which was 
the‘Communion Sabbath at Bethel, he rode up in 
his carriage, and the next week came to Balti- 
more,‘the distance of sixteen miles. On his te- 
he ‘was again seized with the pain, was 


last seven 
tioned. 
relieve him, proved on] 


ing much as before men- 
the efforts to remove it, and 


months 
All this time 
idding defiance to the skill of the physicians, and 
their counsellors. He died under it 
on W. April 19th, 1837. 
At his own request the physicians proceeded to 
a post mortem examination, which resulted in a 

ysolution of the cause of the disease and 
the violence of the pain. It appeared that the ball 
had remained for the period of eleven years in the 
fleshy part of the abdomen (at which he felt it), 
until the time at which he missed it, (twenty 
months since,) that then it had from some unknown 
cause escaped, and fallen among the lower bowels; 
in which sitiation it become fixed by the formation 
of a thin membranous covering which fastened to 
one of the lower folds of the bowels. [ts position, 
with its action on the other bowels from the motion 
of the body irritated and inflamed the adjoining 
bowels, and produced the violent pains which he so 

and so severely suffered. 

hus closed the life of a man, whose disease, 
from its violence, and the length of .its continu- 
ance, has excited the attention of multitudes, be- 
sides friends and Physicians. Had the ball been 
extracted at the time of its entering, it would have 
saved the suffering, but while ever it remained 
where it was,—pain, disease—and eventually death 
must have followed from it. ie 

So far we have given the particulars in his life, 
his labours, his sufferings. We shall now say a 
few words of the manner in which he bore them, 
and the temper exhivited under them. No one 
could have sat by his bed-side, and heard his con- 
versations for this last year, without seeing that 
the Lord had blessed it to him,—without perceiv- 
ing that he was learning in the school of affliction. 
Those that have not been afflicted; neither knew 
what it is to feel for others, nor what it is to bear pa- 
tiently under their affliction. Many are furious, in 
labour and zeal, who are a shame to Chfistianity 
when called upon to suffer. Jt was not so with 
this departed brother. While he would speak of 
his pain, its violence, its constancy,—he would 
close by saying, “How much less than we de- 
serve!” * How trifling compared with the suffer- 
ings of Jesus!” On a Sabbath morning, about 
two months before he died, he requested a friend 
that was to preach for his people, to ask them to 
pray for him. ‘Tell them said he, “I can say that 
J am a man that have seen affliction,” “I have la- 
boured for them, prayed for them”—* I have loved 
them.” “I have not laboured for their money,” 
‘though unworthy, J can say with the apostle, [ 
have not coveted their silver nor gold, but with 
these hands I have laboured to preach the Gospel 
unto them.” “Ask them to pray for me, and when 
they pray, tell them to use the language of Jesus,” 
“Father if it be possible, let this cup pass from me, 
but if not, THY WILL BE DONE.”’ 

At this moment one of his children coming into 
the room, and to his bed-side, he said, “ For the 
sake of these children it is, that I cling with such 
tenacity to life,—with too much I know, I desire to 


‘train them by the grace of God for his service.” 
| “ But that grace can work with or without means,” 


—“and that grace can do without me,’’—“ into his 
hands I would commend them.” ‘These are a few 
words recollected by the writer which may serve 
to show the state of his mind, and the manner in 
which he bore up under his affliction, and in the 
prospect of death. Every one that witnessed him 
during the period of his affliction noticed the meek- 
ness and patience with which he endured, even to 
the end. Inthe last gasps of life, when recover- 
ing from one spasm and another, he would say, 
“ Ohlife! Why didst thou return!”’ and quietly 
fell asleep in death. 

Thus ended the days of a servant of Jesus 
Christ; one who had been tried in the furnace, 
whose dross had been gradually consuming, his 
gold refining, and he preparing for a dwelling 
lace with the “ Blessed who die in the Lord.” 
is bereaved widow, and five fatherless children, 
mourn his loss,—their loss ; for it was gain to him. 
The whole neighbourhood in which he lived — 
mourn his loss. Beloved by all that knew him,— 
he was not a common loss. Not a man in Balti- 
more county will be as much missed, said many, at 
his funeral—and all that knew the respect enter- 
tained for him by the community around will as- 
sent to it. He was a public loss! A loss as a 
teacher—as a minister of the Gospel—as a friend— 
a husband—a father. But that which 1s loss to us, 
is gaintohim. He is released from his pain,— 
delivered from sin,—and at home with his Saviour. 


FOLLIES OF FASHION. 


People may preach against the follies of 
fashion until they have no lungs and _ still 
there will be fashionable follies. It is well, 
however, to show practical illustrations of a 
position, if you wish to enforce its truth. 
The comparison made by Mr. Davis, in his 
late work on China, shows truly that in no 
instance have the fully and childishness of a 
large portion of mankind been more strik- 
ingly displayed than in those various and oc- 
casional very opposite modes in which they 
have departed from the standard of nature, 
and sought distinction even in deformity. 
Thus, while one race of people (the Chinese) 
crushes the feet of its children, another flat- 
tens their heads between two boards; and 
while we in Europe, admire the natural 
whiteness of the teeth, the Malays file off 
the enamel and dye them black, for the all- 
sufficient reason that dogs teeth are white. 
A New Zealand chief has his distinctive coat- 


cealed weapons. 
ber of arich family, in a quarrel at the the- 
atre, drew a dirk; and the next day he was 
sent over to the Fort for a month, with a ball 
chained to his leg, to get out stone, from 
which all the interest and influence of his|on the North River, exploded on Friday af- 
, ternoon at 5 o’clock, and killed two indivi- 
Persons are now as safe in Havana at all |duals on board, Mr. Peck and Mr. Henry 
Beecher, formerly of the New York chemical 


our 


cosipelled 10 take to his bed, wherg he lay for the 


of-arms embiazoned on the skin of his face as 
well as on his limbs; and an Esquimaux is 
nothing if be have not bits of stone stuffed 
through a hole in each cheek. Quite as ab- 
surd and still more mischievous, is the in- 
fatuation, which, among Europeans, attaches 
beauty to that modification of the human 
figure which resembles the wasp, and com- 
presses the waist until the very ribs become 
distorted, and the functions of the vital or- 
gans irreparably disordered. 


WEARING DEADLY WEAPONS, 
The grand jury of the city of Baltimore, 
have made the following presentment. 
* The wearing of deadly weapons, says 


the presentment, is an intolerable nuisance, 


unnecessary in the present state of any 


civilized community, dangerous in its tenden- 
cles, pernicious in its consequences, and de- 
structive alike of good morals and the public 
peace.” 


The best disposition that could be made of 


persons carrying concealed weapons, would 
be to deliver them over to Gov. Tacon, at 
Havana. 
by sending them over to the Cabanas Fort, to 
get stone out of the quarries. 
fate that inevitably awaits all such persons 
in Cuba—rich or poor. Gov. Tiacon does 
not spend much time in talking or passing 
resolutions—but like Bonaparte, he issues 
his orders, and the thing is done. 


He would make good use of them 


This is the 


When he arrived in Havana in the sum- 


mer of 1824 he found Havana swarming with 
gamblers; he very soon issued an order for 
the suppression of all gaming tables, and no 
one dared to keep one since. 


His next order was against carrying con- 
Soon after a young mem- 


family could not save him. 


times of night as they are in New York. 


Why cannot our magistrates administer 
and wholesome laws with some of 


Gov. Tacon’s decision. 


‘temporary,’ the disease |a particular tract, the first step is to go with 
i a part: of “his hands, and select suitable situa- 
tions for building his camps. In making this 
selection, his object is to be as near as possi- 


LOGGING.IN MAINE, | 
When a lumberer has concluded tv log on 


ble to the best clumps of timber he intends 
to baul, and to the streams into which he in- 
tends to haul it. He then proceeds to build 
his camps, and to cut out and clear out his 
principal roads. The camps are built of logs, 
about three feet high on one side and eight 
or nine on the other, with a roof slanting one 
way. Against the tallest side of the camp is 
built the chimney; the back being formed 
by the wall of the camp, and the sides by 
green logs, piled up for jambs, about eight 
feet apart. Yet the great fires that are kept 
up, make but little impression, in the course 
of the winter, upon the back or side of the 
chimney. A case, however, happened within 
a year or two, where a camp took fire in the 
night, and was consumed, and the lumberers 
in it were burnt to death. 

Parallel to the lower side of the building, 
and about six feet from it, a stick of timber 
runs on the ground acrvss the camp. The 
space between this and the lower wall is ap- 


‘VANATICISM AND OUTRAGE. 


Seldom have we heard‘a‘more heart-sick- | drowned a large number. A gentleman by 
ening detail of fanaticism, 
was communicated to us a day or two since | *Y> 
by a friend who was cognizant of the sub-|!9g also a lady, 
joined facts. It appears that in the vicin- 
ity of Auburn, Cayuga county, a knave by the 
name of Sweet has gathered around him half 
a 
be a divine being, whose commands they are 
implicitly and unhesitatingly bound to obey, 
under the penalty of the displeasure of hea- 
ven. 
six white and one black woman. These de- 
luded beings, although some of them are,well 
educated and respectably connected—reve- 
rence him as their “ divine lord,” and hold 
themselves in readiness at all times to yield 
obedience to his wishes. 
dient has been repeatedly demonstrated. On 
one occasion, the imposter commanded the 
wench to take a huge carving knife, and pro- 
ceed through the streets and slay whatever 
might impede her progress. © 
upon her task, and had not the instrument of 
death been wrested from her hand by the rst 
person whom she attacked, she would have 
obeyed the command to the letter. 


than that which 


score of silly women, who believe him to 


His household consists of himself and 


That they are obe- 


She entered 


On ano- 


propriated tothe bedding; the stick of timber 
serving to confine it in its place. The bed- 
ding consists of a layer of hemlock boughs 
spread upon the ground, and covered with 
such old quilts and blankets, as the tenants 
can bring away from their homes. The men 


ther occasion, he commanded three of the 
white women to proceed, on a Sabbath. day, 
to a neighbouring church where the commu- 
nion was about to be administered, to upset 
the table, scatter the vessels and drink up 
the wine. Accordingly, at the proper hour, 


by the commotion occasioned by her wheels 


the name of Hamilton, from Limestone coun- 
Ala., was floating on a barre}, and sustain- 
when the Alton drove up, 
and washed them both under—the lady was 
drowned, but Mr. Hamilton came up, and 
floated down the river fifteen miles, when he 
was taken up by the steamer Statesman. 
Mr. McDowell attributes the drowning of 
his wife to the indiscretion of the managers of 
the Alton, as she was floating safely on a 
pa at that time. Mr. McDowell sustained 
imself some time against the current, so that 
he only floated two miles down the river, 
when he swam ashore ten miles above Fort 
Adams. 
Mr. Rundell floated down the river ten 
miles, and was taken up by a flat boat at the 
mouth of Buffalo creek. He saved his money 
in his pantaloons pocket, but lost one thou- 
sand dollars worth of freight. Mr. M‘Dow- 
ell lost his wife, son, a lady, Miss Francia 
Few, who was under his protection, and a 
negro servant. Mr. M‘Dowell fecls himself 
under great obligations to Mr. William 


Ar 


cently advocated by Dr. 
Theology 3” by Joseph Harvey. Memoir of Rev. Gus- 


peculiar sentiments of 
Abigail L. Davis. © 
of the Rev. Claudius 
Hugh Pearson, D.D., 
present state of Religion in India: 
tion, . 
ment of Th 
neous Books. 
delphia by 
may 27—3t 


BOOKS.—The Examination of the Pelagian 
minian of Moral Agency, as re- 
r in his Views in 

- Davis, D.D., late Pastor of the First Bapti 
Hartford, Conn., with Six Sermons cough 
ist denomination ; by 
the Life and Writings 
Buchanan, D.D.; by the Rev. 
with the Notes relative to the 
an Introduc- 
or sale at 134 Chestnut street, Phila- 

HENRY PERKINS. 


by Caspar Morris, M.D. 


Stamp’s family for their kind attentions to 
him in his distress soon after he reached the 
shore. Mr. Rundell acknowledges kind at- 
tentions from the same source. 

There were 235 persons on board of which 
not more than 60 escaped, leaving one hun- 
dred and seventy-five drowned, including the 
captain’s three children and his father. His 


camp down together, with their heads to the 
lower wall and their feet towards the fire. 
Before going to bed they replenish their fire ; 
some two or more of them being employed 
in putting on such logs, as with their hand- 
spikes they can manage to pile in the chim- 
neye As the walls of the building are not 
very tight, the cool air plays freely round the 
head of the sleeper, making a difference of 
temperature between the head and the feet 
not altogether agreeable to one unused to 
sleep in camps. A rough bench and table 
complete the furniture of the establishment. 
A camp very similar, though not so large in 
its dimensions, is built near for the oxen. 
On the top of this the hay is piled up, giving 
it some warmth, while it is convenient for 
feeding. 

Having built their camps, the main roads 
are to be eut out. These run from the camps 
to the landing places, or some stream of suffi. 
cient size to float down the logs on the spring 
freshet. They are made by cutting and clear- 
ing away the underbrush, and such trees and 
old logs as may be in the way, to a sufficient 
width for the team of oxen, with the bobsled 
and timber on it. 

The teams proceed to the woods when the 
first snows come, with the hands who are not 
already there and the supplies. ‘The supplies 
consist principally of pork and flour for the 
men, and Indian meal for the oxen. Some 
beans, tea, and molasses, are added. For- 
merly hogsheads of rum were considered in- 
dispensable, and I have before me a bill of 
supplies for a logging concern of three teams 
in 1827 in which I find one hundred and ten 
gallons of rum charged. But of late very 
few respectable lumberers take any spirits 
with them. And the logging business is 
consequently carried on with much more 
method, economy, and profit. 

Some one of the hands, who has not so 
much efficiency in getting timber as skill in 
‘kneading bread and frying pork, is appointed 
to the office of cook. Now and then, perhaps, 
when the snow is deep, they catch a deer, 
and live on venison. | 

The men are employed through the day in 
cutting the timber and driving the teams. 
In the evening some take care of the oxen; 
some cut wood for the fire; and then they 
amuse themselves with stories and singing, 
or other ways, until they feel inclined to 
turn in upon the universal bed. On Sundays 
the employer claims no control over their 
tine, beyond the taking care of the cattle, 
the fire, and the cooking. On this day they 
do their washing end mending; some em- 
ploy themselves besides, in seeking timber; 
and some in hunting partridges; while some 
remain in the camp and read the Bible. 

They remain in the woods from the com- 
menceiment of sledding, some time in De- 
cember, until some time in March; in the 
course of which month their labours are 
usually brought to a cluse, by the snow get- 
ting too shallow. 

When the streams are opened, and there is 
a sufficient freshet to float the timber, another 
gang called “river-drivers,” take charge of 
it. It is their business to start it from the 
banks, and follow it down the river, clearing 
off what lodges against rocks, pursuing and 
bringing back the sticks that run wild among 
the bushes and trees, that cover the low lands 
adjoining the river, and breaking up jams that | 
form in narrow or shallow places. 

Some weeks, more or less, according to 
the distance spent in this way, bring the tim- 
ber to the neighbourhood of the saw-mills. 
A short distance above Oldtown, on the Pe- 
nobscot, there is a boom established, extend- 
ing across the river for the purpose of stop- 
ping all the logs that come down. It is made 
by a floating chain of logs connected by iron 
links, and supported at suitable distances by 
solid piers built in the river; without this it 
would be impossible to stop a large part of 
the loys, and they would be carried on the 


sugar, with which they decamped. 


they entered the house, singing and dancing 
as they proceeded, and performed the duty 
assigned them. 

These outrages incensed the neighbour- 
hood, and it was secretly determined by a 
few who had imbibed an attachment to the 
code of Judge Lynch, to present the whole 
household with a coat of tar and feathers. 
For this purpose some ten or twelve young 
men blackened their faces and otherwise dis- 
guised themselves and proceeded at a late 
hour on Monday or Tuesday night of last 
week, to Sweet’s house, which they entered, 
seized several of the inmates, (among whom 
was Sweet) covered their bodies with tar, 
and then feathered them with the contents of 
a bed which they took from the house for that 
purpose. 

The intruders then retired ; but again soon 
returned, and stole a large quantity of maple 
On ma- 
king this second visit, one of the disguised 
gentleman was recognised, and the next day 
arrested, examined, and bound over for trial. 

During the examination, the females re- 
peatedly declared their belief in the divine 
character of ‘ their lord,” as they called him, 
and their obligation to obey him implicitly. 
We have not heard the result of the subse- 
quent examination, nor whether any disposi- 
tion has been made of the imposter who has 
been instrumental in establishing this new 
creed in Cayuga.—Rochester Democrat. 

INTERNAL TEMPERATURE OF THE EARTH. 


About thirty years ago the late Professor 
Leslie expressed the opinion that the earth 
was surrounded by a crust from thirty-eight 
to forty miles in thickness, znd that the rest 
of the internal element was liquid fire or 
luminous ether. He was at the time almost 
singular in this opinion, but Dr. Buckland, of 
Oxford, appears to have adopted the theory, 
which was then regarded as something very 
fanciful. ‘The French Professor, M. Arago, 
has taken great pains to put the opinion to a 
variety of tests, by having registers kept o 
the comparative temperature of the different 


Artesian wells throughout the departments of 


France and elsewhere; and the fact of the 
temperature increasing by descent has been 
satisfactorily established. Some of the Arte- 
sian wells (well made by boring to a great 
depth) throw the water to a very considerable 
height, and the quantity is so large as to sup- 
ply towns of five or six thousand inhabitants, 
and turn mills besides. Another circum- 
stance which goes very far to establish the 
fact that the temperature is increased by 
descending into the bowels of the earth, is, 
that some of the most valuable silver mines 
in South America have been abandoned in 
consequence of the heat becoming so great 
that the workmen could no longer bear it. 


ADDITIONAL PARTICULARS OF THE LOSS OF 
| THE STEAMBOAT BEN SHERROD, 

The Natchez papers contain further par- 
ticulars of the deplorable loss of the Ben 
Sherrod. At the time she took fire, she was 
engaged in a race with steamer Prairie; and 
the fire took from the great heat of the buil- 
ers, caused by raising her steam to ils ez- 
treme power. A barrel of whiskey was placed 
on deck for the use of the hands during the 
race, who drank to excess, and became intox1- 
cated. 

At about 12 o’clock at night, the furnace 
became so heated that it communicated fire 
to the wood, of which there were on board 
about sixty cords. When the crew discovered 
the fire, they all left their posts and ran for 
the yawl, without giving any alarm to the 
passengers, who were all asleep in their 
berths. The Captain, for a time, attempted 
to allay the extreme confusion, by stating that 
the fire was extinguished ; twice he forbid 
the lowering of the yawl, which was at- 


sand on all logs coming into it. 


freshet out to sea. ‘The boom is owned by an 
individual, who derives a large profit from the 
boomage, which is thirty-five cents per thou- 
The boom 
It is 


tempted by the deck hands and passengers. 
The shrieks of nearly three hundred persons 
on board now rose wild and dreadful. The 
cry was fo the shore! to the shore! and the 
boat made for the starboard shore, but did not 


wife was picked up by a flat-boat badly burnt. 
The following are the names of some of the 
ladies lost : 

Mrs. M‘Dowell, of Belfont, South Alabama; 
Mrs. Gamble and three children, of New Or- 
leans; Miss Francia Few, of Belfont, South 
Alabama. 

Mrs. Smith, of Mobile, saved. 

The following are the names of the passen- 
gers saved by the steamer Statesman : Thomp- 
son Duvall, Shelby county, Indiana. Mat- 
thew M. Orme, Natchez, Thomas W. Blagg, 
Alabama, J. S. Lowe, Tennessee, Charles 
W. Andrews, Yates, co. N. Y., Cantin Macon, 
Cincinnati, William Wallace, New York, 
John Montgomery, Indiana, James O. Phil- 
lips, do. J. W. Brent, Pecan Point, John 
Dasua, Edward Bushman, Edward H. Burns, 
Indiana, John N. Williams, do. John Blane, 
New Orleans, John A. Davis, Florence, Ala- 
bama, Daniel Marshall, Moscow, Indiana, 
Erastus Griggs, Marrietta, Ohio, A. Randall, 
Rocky Springs, Mi. left at Fort Adams, James 
P. Wilkinson, Richmond, Va., Ephriam Stan- 
field do., W. T.. Gamble and son, New Or- 
leans, left at Fort Adams, Rosamond P. An- 
drews, A. H. Hartly, Arkansas, John Lowney, 
Indiana, Hugh Simpson, Tennessee, Constan- 
tine Mahan Ohio, Patrick H. Wadkins, Bed- 
ford county, Virginia. 

In addition to the foregoing Capt. Hard 
states that he and the man at the wheel dis- 
covered the light of the Ben Sherrod on fire 
as soon as he entered the Mississippi from 
Red river, fifteen miles below Fort Adams. 
Capt Hard met the Columbus and Alton 
floating down with the current, for the pur- 
pose of picking up the uufortunate sufferers. 
How many they saved he does not know. 

The Ben Shertod, at the moment of the 
last explosion on board, sunk instantly, about 
a mile and a half above Fort Adams on the 
right hand. 3 


ye BOOKS.—George & Byington, 


Chesnut and Fifth strects, Philadelphia, have just re- 
ceived in additivn to the former stock, a large assort- 
ment of London and American Theological and Reli- 
gious Books, which they offer at very reduced prices 
for cash, among which are to be found—Bibles in 
every form, Hebrew, Greek, Latin, German, and Eng- 
lish, &c.; Psalm and Hymn Books, plain and fine; 
Prayer Books, fine and plain ; Dictionary of the Bible; 


the Bible; Crabb’s Synonyms; Hebrew and Latin 
Lexicons; Dwight’s Theology; Knapp’s Theology ; 
Barnes on the Gospels; Campbell on do.; Barnes on 


John Calvin’s Commentaries; Harley’s do.; Kaineil 
Commentaries ; Clark’s do. ; ‘Testaments, of all kinds 
and languages; Simeon’s Works; Matthew Henry’s 
do.; Lardner’s do.; John Howe’s do.; Bishop Hop- 
kin’s do.; Lord Bacon’s do.; Scott’s do.; Edward’s do. ; 
Paley’s dc.; Jay’s do.; Wesley’s do.; Chalmer’s do.; 
Sherwood’s do.; Hannah Moore’s do.; Robert Hall’s 
do.; Josephus’ do. ; Robertson’s du.; Walk about Zion, 
by Rev. J. A. Clark; Bishop Warburton’s Works; 
Jeremy Taylor’s do.; Secker’s do.; Bickersteth’s do. ; 
Hobart’s do.; Mosheim’s Church History ; Wadding- 
ton’s do. do.; Milner’s do. do.; Soames’ History of the 
Reformation ; Bishop Burnet’s do. do. ; Bishop Burnet’s 
Exposition of the 39 Articles; Memoirs of Boling- 
broke; British Pulpit; Suddard’s do.; Cause and Cure 
of Infidelity ; McKnight’s Harmony of the Gospels; 
McKnight’s Apostolical Epistles; Holden on the Fall 
of Man; Family Devotion; Finney on Revivals; Pri- 
deaux’s Connexion; Hunter’s Sacred Biography ; 
Bloomfield’s Critical Digest ; Townsend’s Bible; Light- 
foot’s Works; Hugh’s Introduction to New Testament; 
McGavin’s Protestant; Robinson’s Scripture Charac- 
ters; Charnock on the Existence of God; Dick’s Im- 
provement of Society; Burkitt’s Expository Notes; 


Martyrs; Bloomfield’s Testament; Bingham’s Church 
History; Bridgewater Treatises; Watson’s Practical 
Divinity; Triglott Evangelists; Rosenmuller on New 


Theological Buoksellers, &c. N. W. corner of 


Dictionary of do. in German; Calmet’s Dictionary of 


Romans; Hodge on do.; Stuart on do.; Stuart on He- 
brews ; Barnes on Acts; Slade on the Epistles; Barnes’ 
Prayers; Saurins’ Sermons; South’s do.; Payson’s do.; 


Treasury Bible; Christian Library; Fox’s Book of 


BALTIMORE HAMS.—Just reeeived a lot of 


choice Baltimore Hams, These Hams are hand- 


somely cut and of convenient size, und their flavour is 
such that they can, with great confidence, be recon» 
mended to families. For sale at the Temperance Tea 
and Family Grocery Store, S. W. corner of Dock and 
Second streets, Philadelphia. 


JAMES R. WEBB. 
Also, prime Jersey Hams and Shoulders, Dried Beef 


and Tongues, and Bologna Sausage, domestic and im- 
ported, for sale as above. 


may 13 


(THEOLOGICAL BOOKS.—George W. Donohue 


No. 13 South Fourth street, has for sale a well 
selected stock of ‘I'hcological and Classical Books, 
among which are the following: Dwight’s Theology. 
4 vols. Dick’s Theology, 2 vols. Knapp’s Theology, 2 
vols. Jeremy ‘T'aylor’s Works, 3 vols. Chalmer’s Works. 
Bingham’s Works, 8 vols. Milner’s Church History, 2 
vols. Jones’ Church History, Bickersteth’s Worke, 
Bishop Hobart’s Works, 3 vols. Prideaux’s Connexion, 
Leighton’s Works, Fuller’s Works, Skelton’s Works, 
Gesenius’s Hebrew and English Lexicon, by Robin- 
son, Greek and English Lexicon of New ‘Testament, 
do. Robinson’s Calmets Bible Dictionary, &c. &. Min- 
isters, Students, and others wishing to purchase are re- 
spectfully invited to call, as he is dctermined to sell at 
the very lowest prices. 

may 13 


WHEOLOGICAL BOOKS—Dwight’s Theology, 
4 vols; Dick’s Theology, 2 vols; Hill’s Divinity, 
2 vols; Burnet’s History of the Reformation, 4 vols; 
do. History of his Own Times, 4 vols; Robinson’s 
Calmets Dictionary; Bloomficld’s Critical Digest, 8 
vols; Bloomfiela’s Greek ‘l'estament, 2 vols 8vo; 
Horne on the Psalms, 8vo; Fuller’s Works, 2 vols 
8vo; Milner’s Church History, 2 vols; -Murdock’s 
Mosheim’s Church History, 3 vols; Saurin’s Sermons, 
2 vols; Whitfield’s Sermons; Cruden’s Concordance; 
Bunyan’s Works, 2 vols; Suddard’s British Pulpit, 
2 vols; Neale’s History of the Puritans 3 vols; Howe’s 
Works; Robinson’s Scripture Characters; Fox’s Book 
of Martyrs ; Eusebius’s Church History ; Dick’s Works, 
6 vols; Geisler’s ‘Text Book of Ecclesiastical History, 
3 vols; Watson’s Body of Divinity; McGavin’s Pro. 
testants,2 vols; Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge , 
8vo; Bush’s Scripture Illustrations; Hunter’s Sacred 
Biography; Binder’s Memoirs of Pious. Women ; 
Prideaux’s Connexions, 2 vols; Paley’s Works; Stuart 
on the Hebrews; Stuart on the Romans; Lowth on 
Isaiah; do on Hebrew Poetry; Hodge on Romans; 
Jones’ Church History ; Hall’s Works 3 vols; Hugg’s 
Introduction to the New ‘Testament; Wesley’s Mis- 
cellancous Works, 3 vols; Baxter’s Select Works, 
2 vols; Brown’s History of Missions, 2 vols; Wad- 
dington’s Church History ; Porter’s Homalectics, &c. ; _ 
Leland on Revelation, 2 vols; Hooker’s Family Book 
of Devotion; Schmucker’s Popular Theology ; Han- 
nam’s Pulpit Assistant, 2 vols; Latimer’s Sermons, 
2 vols; Knapp’s Theology, 2 vols; Putter on Church 
Government; Charnock on the Attributes; Ebenezer 
Erskine’s Works, 3 vols; Lime Street Lectures; 
Leighton’s Works, 1 vol; do on Peter; Magee on the 
Atonement, 2 vols; Massilon’s Sermons, 1 vol; Mi- 
chaellis on Laws of Moses, 4 vols; Chillingworth’s 
Works, 1 vol; Brown’s Christian Pastor’s Manual; 
Hopkins Bp. Works, 4 vols; Skelton’s Works, 6 vols ; 
Jay’s Works, 3 vols; Collyer’s Lectures; Burder’s 
Village Sermon’s; Sturdevant’s Preacher’s Manual, 
2 vols; Sherlock’s Works, 5 vols; Witherspoon’s 
Works, 9 vols; Newton’s Works, 2 vols; Campbell 
on the 4 Gospels, 2 vols; Campbell on Miracles; 
McKnight on the Epistles; do. Harmony of the Gos- 
pels, 2 vols; &c. 
The subscriber has the pleasure of announcing to 
his friends and the publie generally, that he has re- 
cently made such additions to his stock of Books in the 
various departments of Theology, Church History, and 
Biblical Literature, and on such favourable terms as to 
enable him to offer them at lower prices than they can 
be obtained for at any other bookstore in the United 
States. Clergymen, Students, and others are invited 
to call and examine for themselves, as the best means 
of ascertaining that they will find not only a splendid 
collection of rare and valuable books, but many that 
can be found no where else on this side of the Atlantic. 
J. WHETHAM, 
Theological and Classical Bookseller, 
No. 22 South Fourth street, Philadelphia. 


| AND HYMNS—Approved by the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and published 
for their benefit, both large and small size, and in fine 
and plain binding, may constantly be had of the sub- 
scriber, alt the lowest prices, either by the thousand co- 
pies or a less number. 

All orders from Booksellers, Churches, and others wil 
be, as heretofore, immediately attended to b 
SOLOMON ALLEN, 
No. 117 Chesnut street. 


ew—tf 


EW PUBLICATIONS—Travets 1n Eeyprt, &c. 

Incidents of Travel in Egypt, Arabia, Petreea, and 
the Holy Land; by an American, with a Map and en- 
gravings, in two volumes. Practical Religion; by 
John Woodbridge, D.D. The Family Preacher; by 
Rev. Rufus William Bailey, of South Caralina. The 
Old Man and his Grand-danghter at E—; by James 
Harrington Evans, A. M., author of the “ Spirit of Ho- 
liness,” &c. &c. An Essay on the Identity and Gene- 
ral Renunciation of the Human Body; in which the 
evidence in favour of these important subjects ure con- 
sidered, in relation both to Philosophy and Scripture: 
by Samnel Drew, author of “ An Essay on the Soul.” 
Just published, and for sale by | 

HENRY PERKINS, 

june 3—3t. No. 134 Chesnut street, Philad. 


Plea for Africa, or Familiar Con- 
versations on tho subject of Slavery and Coloni- 
zation; by Rev. F. Freeman, Rector of St. David’s 
Church, Manayunk. The remainder of the cdition, 


consisting of several hundred cupies, for sale low, by 
J. WHETHAM, 


Testament; Edward’s Works; Slade on the Epistles ; 
Dick’s Theology; Young Disciple, by Rev. J. A. 
Clark. 

In addition to the above, the subscribers have on 
hand a general assortment of Classical and Miscella- 
neous Works, together with the usual articles of Sta- 
tionery, and the usual assortment found in Booksel- 
lers’ and Stationers’ establishments. 
may 27. 


SCHOOL FOR BOYS, Perth Am- 

boy, New Jersey—S. E. Woo.sriner, Principal. 
The design of the School, and the highest aim of the 
Principal, is “to train up a child in the way he 
should go.” 
References—Rev. 


John McDowell, D. D., Rev. 


cost the present owner about $40,000. 
said the nett income from it last ycar, was 
$15,000. 


by the marks which have been chopped into 
each log before it left the woods; each owner 
having a mark of his own. 
is full, only the logs lowest down can be got 
at, and the proprietors of other logs must wait 
wecks, sometimes months, before they can get 
them out. 


the river, they are liable to great loss from 
plunderers. 
will frequently smuggle all that come in their 
way, without regard to marks. 


pine, spruce, hemlock, ash,* birch, maple, 
cedar,and hackmatack. Far the greater part 
of it is pine.—N. American Review. 


The ownership of the timber is asccrtained 


When the boom 


While in the boom, and at other places on 


The owners or drivers of logs 


The kinds -of. timber brought down are 


SERiOUS ACCIDENT. 


blown off. Mr. John Peck, also on board, 
was much injured. The boat sunk,- | 


The boiler of a steam pleasure boat, be- | sage- 
longing to Shubael .P. Peck, 21 Cliff street, nt ; 
New York, whilc the boat was making a trip position—he lost $20,000 in Natchez and 
in a small creek running through Haverstraw United States paper. : 


gain it, as the wheel rope might have given | James Patterson, 
way, or the pilot been driven by the flames| Esq. The place is healthy, and easy of access. 
from his station. 
and the boat kept on. 
now beggared all description. 


The steam was not let off, 
The scene of horror 


The yawl which had been filledwith the crew 


had sunk, drowning some who were in it, and 
the passengers had no other alternative than | are: 
to jump overboard, without taking even time 
to dress. 
who all went overboard without uttering a 
single scream, some drowning instantly, and 
others clinging to planks—two of the number 
were finally saved. Some of the passengers | Pearce, Kilpin, Payson, and Harlan Page; with Ab- 
are supposed to have been burnt up on board 
the Ben Sherrod. 
Ray, from Louisville, Ky., hung to a rope at 
the bow of the boat, until taken up by the 
yawl of the steamboat Columbus, which ar- 
rived about half an hour after the commence- 
ment of the disaster, on her downward pas- 


There were ten ladies on board, 


One man, by the name of 


Mr. Ray’s face and arms were much 


The steamboat Alton arrived half an hour 


after the Columbus, but, from the careless- 
ness or indiscretion of those on board, was | 10 volumes—The Children’s Tracts, in 8 volumes. 


the means of drowning many persons who 


works. ‘The head of the latter was entirely | were floating in the water. She drove into 
the midst of the exhausted sufferers, who 


were too weak longer to ake exertion, and 


Rev. John L. Grant, James Hunt, 


april 1—23t* 


HILADELPHIA TRACT DEPOSITORY, No. 

42 North Sixth street, between Market and Arch 
streets, Philadelphia. All the publications of the Ame- 
rican Tract Society for sale as above—among which 


The Evangelical Family Library, in 14 volumes 
neatly bound and lettered in uniform style, at 42 cents 
a volume. 3 

Also, Occagional Volumes, comprising Baxter, Fla- 
vel, Doddridge, Bunyan, Edwards, Brainerd, Alleine, 
Mather, Pike, Wilberforce, Henry, Keith, Martin, 


bot’s Young Christian, Mother at Home, Child at 
Home, and Gallaudet’s Youth’s Book on Natural 
Theology, History of Joseph, History of Jonah, Child’s 
Book on Repentance, and Bible Stories. 

Youth’s Biographical Series—Memoir of Nathan 
W. Dickerman; Mary Lathrop; John W. Mead; 
Caroline Hyde. 

Pocket Manuals.—Daily Scripture Expositor; Daily 
Food; Daily Texts; Crumbs from the Master’s Table; 
Heavenly Manna; Gems of Sacred Poetry; Dew 


burnt while clinging to the boat in the above | Drop; Gift for Mourners; Advice to a New Married 


Couple. 

__Miscellaneous.—Burder’s Sermon to the Aged; Life 
of John Newton; Life of Leighton; Life of Swartz; 
Boatswain’s Mate. 

Tract Volumes.—Gencral Series to 330, bound in 


‘Tracts in the’ German, French, Spanish, Italian, 
Portuguese, Danish, Wel:h, and Swedish Languages. 
The Tracts are sold at the rate of fifteen pages for 
one cent. 

may 27—3t* 


ought not to have money ; 
bands should be made for 


june 3—3t 22 South Fourth street, Philad. 


| ALDWIN AND COLTON,—Temperance Tea 
dealers and Family Grocers, No. 244 Market street 
above Seventh, have for sale the following choice goods. 
Green and Back Teas, fresh and sclected with care, 
Old Mocha, Java, Ceylon, Curracoa and Surinam Cof- 
fee, Boston Syrup Molasses, superior to any made in 
this city. Boston Double and Single refined Loaf Su- 
gar, London Split Peas, just received, Parmasan 
Cheese, do. Maccaroni and Vermicelli, Superior Jersey 
Hams, Smoked Tongues, and Beef, Imported Bologna 
Sausages, French Sardins, Mustard, &c. &c. 


march 18. 
VV ORISON’S PILLS.—The Original and Genuine 
Hygeian Universal Vegetable Medicines of the 
British College of Health, ~ay de obtained of R. Fenner, 
GENERAL AGENT, No. 24 South Seventh Street, three 
doors below Market street, Philadelphia. For general 
convenience they may now be had in 25 & 50 cent 
boxes, and No. 1. and Now. 2. separate. Respectable 
parties who have been benefitted by the medicines, 
and are desirous to extend relief to others, may be ap- 
pointed sub-agents on application as above. The public 
is cautioned against counterfeits and imitations. 
may 13—-12t.* 


AWRENCEVILLE CLASSICAL AND COM- 
MERCIAL SCHOOL, between Princeton and 
Trenton, N.J. Boys are admitted into this Instita- 
tion, who are betwecn the age of six and fourteen. 
The Summer Session will commence on the Ist of 
May. Circulars, exhibiting the plan of the school, 
Terms &c. may be had of the Rev. Wm. W. Phil- 
lips, D.D. 454 Broome street, N. Y. of J. :Vhetham, Esq. 
No. 22 South Fourth street, Philadelphia, of A. G. 
Cochran, Esq. New Orlcans, or by addressing the sub- 
criber. A. H. PHILLIPS, 
feb. 11 Lawrenceville, N. J. 


AFAYETTE COLLEGE.—The summer Term 
commenced on the 27th April. 


For the summer Term of 21 weeks. For boarding 
and tuition, one half in advance, $62; washing and 
light, additional, by the quantity, the value of labour 
deducted. Students furnish their own rooms, and it is 
generally to their advantage to bring their bedding 
with them. Other matters, such as chairs, tables, &c. 
can be procured at the College. Evidence of good 
moral character must be furnished. Lads under fifteen 
a deposit in the President’s 
their immediate expenses. 


Junain, President. 
march 18-3m. 7 
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